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Fifth Sunday of Easter
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Sunday, May 19, 2019

George & Claire Cox
Mariano Esposito (Esposito Family)
Frank Vigliarolo (Anne Vigliarolo)
Theresa Tudda (Jo-Ann & Phyllis Leccese)
For The Parishioners

Monday, May 20, 2019 St. Bernardine of Siena
9:00AM

Adriano Bello (Leticia)

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 St. Christopher Magallanes
9:00AM

Edward Weltick (Loving Daughter & Family)

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 St. Rita of Cascia
9:00AM

Joseph P. Ottomanelli (Morgan Family)

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for the
baptism of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

Thursday, May 23, 2019
9:00AM

Joseph P. Ottomanelli (Carolyn Pulomena & Family)

Friday, May 24, 2019
9:00AM

Joseph P. Ottomanelli, Sr. (Kim & Louis Mancini)

Saturday, May 25, 2019 Sts. Gregory VII & Mary Magdalene
9:00AM

5:00PM

Mary Bisciello (Joan DeRiso)
Barbara King (Cheryl Calascibetta)
Wai K. Liao (Izzo Family)
Joseph Ottomanelli, Sr. (Janet Valenzuela)
Joseph Pecorella (Andrew & Linda Mastrangelo)
Mary Bisciello (Julie Dimler)
Aurora Hidrobo (Antonella Furca)
Sadie Lodato (Sal Armao & Marie Rizzo)
Giuseppina Mirasola (Maria Furca)
Joseph P. Ottomanelli (Stephanie & Michael Marrone)

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Rosa Anselmo, Amado
Araneta, Lynn Boutureira, Daniel Campion, Sally
Capoziello, Shang Cheng, Zena Cipolla, Marge
D’Auria, Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers,
Jennie Federici, Jean Fochetta, Clementine
Gagliardi, Dennis Giammalvo, John Joseph Gleeson, John
Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth
Isolano, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, Elaine Lazzeri,
Susan Leone, James Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William
J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Barbara Miller, Angela OttomanelliHubbs, Michael Palermo, Frank Palmenteri, Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Vivian Doris Pecchillo, Phillip Pecchillo, Nino
Pedone, Puglissi, Joseph Questore, Mary Ann Quinn, Frances
Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith, Remington
Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Ana Vastola, Sr.
Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

Catherine Capato, Eugene Greco,
Helen Iorio

Sunday, May 26, 2019
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

George & Ann Papandrea
Marie & Salvatore Polizzi (Loving Family)
Hernando Camelo (Zena Basin)
Victoria Bunone (Husband Ciro & Son Michael)
For The Parishioners

The Altar Bread for this week is donated in
memory of Joseph P. Ottomanelli, requested by
Andrew & Linda Mastrangelo.

St. Helen’s Support Group for the Physically Challenged meets the first and third Wednesday of every
month at 1:30PM in the Rectory meeting room. All are
invited. For further information please call Joan at (718)
848-9173.

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names
of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial
Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each
month. The offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial
Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 Masses for one
year will be said for your loved one). Aside from listing
one name, a husband and wife together, or a family name
is also acceptable. Having a Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the Scriptures and will be a relief
for those who desire to have their loved ones remembered
with prayers all year long at God’s Altar. Please stop in
at the Rectory if you are interested in having a loved one
enrolled in the Purgatorial Society. The next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, May 31, 2019.

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE

We would like to thank Mary Ann Kellen, who kept the
statue this past week. Anyone interested in keeping the
statue in their home and praying for vocations for one
week should contact the Rectory.
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Congratulations to the following children who
are receiving the Sacrament of First Holy Communion this Saturday, May 18th:
Audrianna Almonte
Adriana Antoniello
Juliana Antoniello
Janae Channer
Giancarlo Cottone
Christopher Dalbey
Grace Lily DiBenedetto
Robert DiMino
Alessia DiPiazza
Theresa Esposito
Thomas Ford
Emily Hunt
Emily Keyser

Delilah Rose Kilkenny
Michael LaPollo
Domenico Latella
Nicolina Latella
Nicholas Dante Leo
Angelo Libranti
Giuliana Malinconico
Teresa Malinconico
Ethan Andrew Martinez
Jake Mohan
Anneliese Nazario
Lucas Parrales
Angelina Perez

Tristan Poje
Adam Polanco
Julia Semianow
Edward Skrobacz
Isabella Steininger
Aurora Trinchese
Julianne Lucy Turnbull
Julianna Vargas
Gabriella Vincenti

Changing Lives Building Communities
The Office of Mission “Witnesses of Mercy
Program” invites you to share in God’s tender mercy, as they continue to minister to
those in need, on Saturday, June 8th from 10AM
to 2PM at the Immaculate Conception Center (7200
Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston, NY). The guest
speaker will be Sr. Josephine Daspro, CSJ. A working breakfast and light lunch will be served. For
more information and/ or to register please call Deacon Andrew Mastrangelo at 718-722-6000, ext. 6458
or you may also email him at:
Andrew.Mastrangelo@ccbq.org.

St. Helen’s Rosary Ministry invites you
to join us for a trip to
The Cloisters & The Shrine of Mother Cabrini

Parents seeking Baptism for their children
who live within the territory of St. Helen
Parish are asked to register as members of
the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism. Registration is easily
done at the parish office anytime during
business hours.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain a
letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen.
Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their
children who have already been born will normally take
place on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00
–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each month
from 10:00AM–12:00PM.

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Upcoming Mornings of Preparation
Required Before a Baptism
(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the Msgr.
McGinness Room): May 26 — June 9 & 23.
Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms
(All begin at 2:00PM): May 26 — June 9 & 23.
Please call 718-738-1616 for more information
and/or to schedule an appointment.

Two Sites in a One-Day Trip!
Bus leaves St. Helen at 8:30AM & Returns around 4:00PM

Members: $45.00 / Non-Members: $55.00
Includes comfortable coach bus, guided tour of the
Cloisters, visit to Mother Cabrini Shrine, and all
gratuities. Café on premises, or bring your own lunch.

For more information or to reserve a seat,
call Agnes Cummings at (917) 716-5898.

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in the Church at
6:30PM every Wednesday. The group prays for our
Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence (both domestic and civil) and the persecution of Christians throughout the world. All parishioners are invited to join us. We
welcome anyone willing to lead a decade of the Rosary in a
language other than English.
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In the Spirit of St. Vincent de Paul
St. Helen Parish Presents
C E L E B R AT E L I F E !
A parish Collection for Women & Children in Need

AT ALL MASSES ON JUNE 1 & 2, 2019
All donations will be sent to
Women’s Shelters and Mother/Child
See next week’s Bulletin for specific items.
Support Facilities
Monetary donations are always appreciated!
Please be as generous as possible—
Thank you!
Memorials Available

Many times people come to the Rectory inquiring about memorials
they can give to a family who has lost a loved one. The following are
available:
• Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Altar Candles or the Sanctuary
Candle in memory of a loved one for one week ($50.00 each).
• Votive Candles for one year ($100.00).
• A leaf permanently placed on the Tree of Life ($350.00).
• A plaque permanently placed on the Anniversary Wall
($350.00).
For further information, call or visit the Rectory.

Thinking About Joining The Knights of Columbus?

Join and help make a difference in our community. Contact us (718) 843-9188. We are located at
94-04 Linden Blvd., Ozone Park. We also have
hall rental available. 10% of our referrals will be
donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Group at St.
Helen Parish!
Are you new to St. Helen Parish?
If so, please stop in at the Rectory
to register your family!

Altar Server Training
For All Children 2nd Grade and Older
Tuesday Afternoons: May 21, 28, June 4, 11
3:30-5:30PM in Church
If you wish to register your child to be trained as an Altar Server, please complete the form below and return it to the Rectory immediately!

Altar Server Training Registration Form
— Please Print All Information —

Child’s Name: ______________________________________________________________

School: _______________________________________________

Grade: ___________

Parents’ Names: ___________________________________________________________
Home Phone: _________________________
Email:

Cell: ___________________________

______________________________________________________________
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St. Helen Catholic Academy
Please Join Us

Under The Sea For

Ladies’ Night

May 29, 2019 - 6:30PM at Russo’s On The Bay
$90 Per Person, including Open Bar
RSVP to: SHCALadiesNight@gmail.com
**Leave us a note with whom you would like to sit**
Checks Payable to: St. Helen Catholic Academy
Any questions please call: Michelle DiBenedetto at (917) 807-9754,
Mia Scaramuzzino at (917) 682-6095, or Roe Barrella at (917) 535-8556

St. Helen’s Holy Name Society
Annual Family Communion Breakfast
Sunday, June 2, 2019
Come join us for our Annual Communion Breakfast
served in Father Dooley Hall.
We will begin our celebration with the 8:00AM Mass.
Mr. Michael Cesario is this year’s honoree.
Ticket price is $10.00 per person (children 6 to 14: $5.00).
RSVP by Friday, May 24, 2019. Contact Anthony Sama at (718) 848-0491
or drop off the form below at the Rectory.
St. Helen’s Holy Name Society Annual Family Communion Breakfast
RSVP By Friday, May 24, 2019

Name:

______________________________________________

No. of Adults:__________________

Phone: ______________________

No. of Children: _____________

Total: $_______________
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Fifth Week of Easter
Monday, May 20, 2019
Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26
Examples abound of parents who have
done without so that their children
could have enough (and more), of
spouses who give up comforts and fuHomiletic starters and ture plans to care for their partners or to
scriptural support them in their endeavors. Few,
reflection points for
each day of the month when asked, would say they only did it
because it was their parental, marital or
even religious duty. When love is genuine, the well-being
and happiness of the other becomes a priority — and doing for them enriches the meaning of one’s own life. If we
truly love God, then doing God’s will is not simply a
“duty” we are obliged to fulfill, but a response of love,
gratitude and a desire to be the person God lovingly created us to be. It becomes less an obligation than an invitation to a deep and enriching relationship with God. God
of Love, help us to fulfill the potential you created within
us all.
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Thursday,
May

23, 2019
Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11
The wisdom of these words become more evident to me
with time. When Jesus condensed the Ten Commandments into “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all
your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and
with all your mind, and your neighbor as your yourself
(Luke 10:27),” he enriched a set of rules to be obeyed into
a recipe for a major attitude adjustment. When we practice
looking at God and our fellow humanity with love and
mercy, it is surprising how quickly our attitude toward our
own life is more joyful. Seeing God, each other and ourselves through the perspective of love and respect leaves
little room for judgmental anger, jealousy or revenge. Remaining in God’s love is a recipe for a deep and lasting
joy — a joy that a “me-first” world cannot give. Help me
to live in and through your love, O Lord, each and every
day.

Friday, May 24, 2019
Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17
I was required as a student teacher always to make a lesTuesday, May 21, 2019
son plan and to be conscious of the ultimate goal of any
Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a
For a significant part of my life, I understood “Christ” to lesson. One mentor told me to remind myself occasionally
be the second name of Jesus, as in: “Have you met Jesus, of yearly and even life goals for my students. I have used
this advice when mentoring parish initiation teams. An
son of Joseph and Mary Christ?” It was only much later
individual session may be concerned about a particular
that I understood Christ was not a name but a way to deScripture reading or church teaching, but our ultimate goal
scribe the dynamic power of God. While Jesus was limited by his earthly existence, the risen Christ existed since is to help people discover what lifelong discipleship
means for them. So often our time and energy is conthe beginning of time and exists within all of creation. I
still find this concept mind-boggling! No wonder the dis- sumed by issues and problems of the moment. Even in
faith, it helps to step back once in a while to remind ourciples had difficulty understanding Jesus when he spoke
of “returning to the Father” and “sending an Advocate.” It selves what God asks of us; to refocus our energies and
wasn’t until they experienced the risen Christ in their own prayers on the “fruit that will remain” in the long run.
May you always find us steadfast in spirit and open to do
lives that they began to understand his words. They had
your will, O God.
witnessed God through the life and works of Jesus. Now
they were being sent to reveal God’s life and works in
everyone they met. You are the Christ, one in being with Saturday, May 25, 2019
Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21
the living God, and in you I have life.
Jesus warns his disciples that the rift between his followers and those who do not believe he is the Messiah will
Wednesday, May 22, 2019 Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8
As a hobby gardener, I understand why plants need prun- not disappear after his death or resurrection. A divide still
ing. You cut out parts that have been damaged by the ele- exists between those who believe in God and those who
rely only on the power of human intelligence. I have never
ments. Old blossom tips are removed so a plant doesn’t
experienced persecution, but I have had people say that
waste energy producing seeds. Sparse and spindly stems
my faith in God is a naive belief of the past or a crutch for
are pruned back to promote a thicker, healthier growth. I
weaker people. Faith cannot be given to another but is
like to think of God pruning us as well. God heals the
most often understood after experiencing and recognizing
parts of us that have been damaged by the hurts and sorrows of life and encourages us to let go of the “dead bag- God’s grace at work in us and in the lives of those around
gage” of past mistakes so that we can put our energy into us. Once experienced, it anchors us in the midst of a chadirections of healthier growth. Sometimes, God wakes us otic world and gives us the courage to allow ourselves to
become the embodiment of God’s grace to a world still
up when our faith becomes complacent or lethargic, renewing our sense of purpose and direction. Like any good searching for hope and peace. You are my Rock and Regardener, God does not prune us to punish us, but to nur- deemer, O God, who gives meaning to my life.
ture our spiritual health and vitality. You are the vine
◆
grower, O God, who nurtures us into better versions of
ourselves.

