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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Rosa Anselmo, Amado 
Araneta, Lynn Boutureira, Daniel Campion, Sally 
Capoziello, Shang Cheng, Zena Cipolla, Marge D’Au-
ria,   Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia Di-
Gangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jennie Federi-

ci, Jean Fochetta, Clementine Gagliardi, Dennis Giammalvo, 
John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy, 
Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & 
Baby Tristan, Elaine Lazzeri, Susan Leone, James Leung, 
Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Bar-
bara Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Frank 
Palmenteri, Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Vivian Doris 
Pecchillo, Phillip Pecchillo, Nino Pedone, Puglissi, Joseph 
Questore, Mary Ann Quinn, Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, 
John Secreti, Patrick Smith,  Remington Stafford, Michael Tam-
buro, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, 
Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Ana Vastola, Sr. Joanne Walters. 
 

Deceased: Alicia Palagonia 

 

T h i s  We e k ' s  
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

 
 
 

Sunday, April 7, 2019 

  8:00AM George & Claire Cox 

  9:30AM Carmela Esposito (Loving Family) 
11:00AM Carl Vigliarolo (Anne Vigliarolo) 
12:30PM Francesco Storti (Angelina Storti & Family) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, April 8, 2019  
9:00AM Gloria & William Corrigan (Loving Family) 
7:30PM Latin Mass: Salierno Family (JoAnn & Phyllis Leccese) 
 

Tuesday,  April 9, 2019  
9:00AM Grace Ladone (Deacon A. Marchello) 
7:30PM Dominick & Angelina Librizzi (Rosalie Librizzi) 

Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

9:00AM Felice Trinchese (M/M Tony DiPiazza) 
 

Thursday, April 11, 2019 St. Stanislaus 

9:00AM Vincent Ponzi (Joseph & Janet Marsala) 
 

Friday, April 12, 2019  
9:00AM Thomas Grieco (Joan Grieco) 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 St. Martin 

9:00AM Jose Agbayani (Bravo Family) 
 Dolores Ciarcia (Debra Cohen) 
 Betty Jane Cohen (Debra Cohen) 
 DeRiso-Ruocco Family (Joan DeRiso) 
 Joseph Serpico, Jr. (Debra Cohen) 
5:00PM Rosemary Abruzzino (Calcagnile Family) 
 Christopher Catalano (Corrao Family) 
 Luz Nazario (Steve Giusto) 
 Robert Tartaglini (Steve Giusto) 
 Carmela Zinerco (Salerno Family) 
 

Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019 

  8:00AM Carl Vigliarolo (Anne Vigliarolo) 
  9:30AM Dorothy Pizzo (Loving Family) 
11:00AM Rocco Morabito (Kathy Bilbac) 
  1:00PM Vincent Mascia (Loving Wife) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names 
of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial 
Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each 
month. The offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial 
Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 Masses for one 
year will be said for your loved one). Aside from listing 
one name, a husband and wife together, or a family 
name is also acceptable.  Having a Purgatorial Society is 
wonderful way of living out the Scriptures and will be a 
relief for those who desire to have their loved ones re-
membered with prayers all year long at Godôs Altar.  
Please stop in at the Rectory if you are interested in hav-
ing a loved one enrolled in the Purgatorial Society.  The 
next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, 
April 26, 2019. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen Parish, 
and are asked to please register at the Rectory dur-
ing office hours. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory to 
register for the baptism of your child.  Baptisms will be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. 
 

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to 
1:30PM.  Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM 
Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date. 
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview. 
 

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange 
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a 
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious 
illness. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who 
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and 
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Recto-
ry. 

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
We would like to thank Jeri Formanek, who kept the 
statue this past week.  Anyone interested in keeping the 
statue in their home and praying for vocations for one 
week should contact the Rectory. 

 

The Altar Bread and Wine 
for this week are donated in memory of 

 

Joseph Curran, 
requested by Frank & Jean Palmenteri. 
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H O LY  W E E K  2 0 1 9  

 

Palm Sunday Masses—April 13 & 14: 
Saturday:  5:00PM 
Sunday:  8:00AM, 9:30AM, 11:00AM, 1:00PM & 5:00PM 

 
Reconciliation Monday, April 15: 
Throughout the N.Y. region, today is set aside for the Celebration of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession) in preparation for Easter.  Here at St. Helen, the oppor-
tunity for the Sacrament will be offered from 3:00PMð8:00PM. 
 
Holy Thursday, April 18: 
Confessions:  8:45-9:00AM    —    Solemn Morning Prayer at 9:00AM 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30PM followed by Adoration 
 

Good Friday, April 19: 
Solemn Morning Prayer at 9:00AM     —    Confessions:  12:00-2:30PM 
The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord at 3:00PM 
Stations of the Cross at 7:30PM (Indoors) 
 

Holy Saturday, April 20: 
Confessions:  8:45-9:00AM    —    Solemn Morning Prayer at 9:00AM 
The Church will be closed after the Blessing of the Easter Food Baskets at 11:00AM, 
until the celebration of the Easter Vigil.  There will be no 5:00PM Mass! 
Easter Vigil at 8:00PM 
 

Easter Sunday, April 21: 
Sunrise Mass:  6:00AM (Note that this Mass will be celebrated indoors) 
Easter Day Masses:  8:00AM, 9:30AM, 11:00AM & 12:30PM 
NO 5:00PM MASS EASTER SUNDAY! 

The Rectory Office will be closed Good Friday, April 19th, open Holy Saturday 
from 9AM-12:00 Noon, and closed Easter Sunday and Easter Monday, 

reopening on Tuesday, April 23rd at 9:00AM. 

Easter Sunday 

 

 



April 7, 2019   ___    ______Page 3 

 

St. Helen Catholic Academy 200 to 1 Raffle! 
$10,000 Grand Prize! ($100.00 Per Ticket) 

 

Friday, April 12, 2019 — Wine & Cheese Drawing ð 7:00PM in Father Dooley Hall 
Please call Maria Ford 718-344-1998 or Diane Joseph at 917-697-5351 to purchase tickets or for more information. 

 

Only 200 tickets will be sold! Winners Need Not Be Present To Win. 

      Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked 
to register as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism.  Registration is 
easily done at the parish office anytime during business hours. 
      Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked 
to obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen. 
      Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children who have already been born will 

normally take place on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each 
month from 10:00AM–12:00PM. 

 

Upcoming Mornings of Preparation Required Before a Baptism  
(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room):  May 5 & 26 — June 9 & 23. 

 
Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms (All begin at 2:00PM):  May 5 & 26 — June 9 & 23. 

 
Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment. 

 

St. Helenôs Rosary Ministry 
cordially invites all women, mothers, daughters, aunts, 

nieces, cousins to join us for their 
 

Annual Communion Breakfast & May Crowning 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 

 

The celebration begins with 9:30AM Mass, 
followed by the Crowning of the Blessed Mother 

 

Breakfast will be served in the School Cafeteria after the Crowning. 
Tickets:  $17.00 & $8.50 for Girls (Children under 7:  FREE) 

 
      Call Agnes Cummings at 917-716-5898 for tickets or more infor-

mation. 

You are invited for the yearly Celebration of the 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
Sunday, April 28, 2019 

with devotion from 2:00-3:00PM in Church 
 

The celebration will include St. Faustinaôs Way of the Cross, Eucharistic Exposition, 
St. Faustinaôs Prayer for sinners, Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Recita-
tion of St. Faustinaôs Praises, Benediction, and Veneration of St. Faustinaôs Relic. 

 

There will be an opportunity for Confession immediately after the Service.  Prepara-
tion for gaining Indulgence:  Reception of Holy Communion that day, Sacrament of 
penance approximately two weeks prior or after Divine Mercy Sunday, and prayer for 

the intentions of the Holy Father. 
 

Jesus, King of Mercy, We Trust In You. 
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St. Helenôs Rosary Ministry invites you to join us for a trip to 
 

The Cloisters and The Shrine of Mother Cabrini 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        Two Sites in a One-Day Trip! 
 

Thursday, June 27, 2019 
Bus leaves St. Helen at 8:30AM—Return around 4:00PM 

 

Members:  $45.00  —  Non-Members:  $55.00 
Includes comfortable coach bus, guided tour of the 

Cloisters, visit to Mother Cabrini Shrine, and all gratuities. 
Café on premises, or bring your own lunch. 

 

For more information or to reserve a seat, 
call Agnes Cummings at (917) 716-5898. 

South Ozone park 
Knights of Columbus 

L.I. Council #197 
94-04 Linden Blvd., Ozone Park, NY 

(718) 843-9188 
 

Easter Family Movie Night 
Saturday, April 13,  2019! 

7:00-10:00PM 
Pizza, Soda, Beer, Coffee & Cookies included. 
DONATION:  $20.00 Adults — $15.00 Seniors 
1 entry ticket for 50/50(with every admission) 
$10.00 children (under 12—No 50/50 entry) 

 
For information call Joe Kasper at 917-912-3492, Jonathan 
McCool at 347-551-4803 or Mike Kasper at 718-496-8701 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 

Thinking about joining? 
Join us and help make a difference in our community! 

Call us to find out more information. 
 

We also have hall rental available (up to 55 people).  10% of 
our referrals will be donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Group 
of St. Helen Church.  Call us for an appointment to see our 
hall! 

The St. Johnôs University Speech & Hearing Center (152-
11 Union Tpke., Flushing, NY) will be offering free Hearing 
Aid Help thru May 6th.  This service is available for anyone 
who may be experiencing difficulty with their hearing aid.  You 
may call (718) 990-6480 to schedule an appointment. 

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time 
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in the Church at 6:30PM 
every Wednesday.  The group prays for our Blessed Moth-
erôs intercession to end violence (both domestic and civil) 
and the persecution of Christians throughout the world. All 
parishioners are invited to join us. We welcome anyone 
willing to lead a decade of the Rosary in a language other 
than English.  

St. Helen’s Support Group for the Physically Challenged 
meets the first and third Wednesday of every month at 
1:30PM in the Rectory meeting room.  All are invited.  For 
further information please call Joan at (718) 848-9173. 

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd Satur-
day of every month in St. Helenôs Rectory after the 9AM 
Mass.  Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of 
life. 
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Monday, April 8, 2019 
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-
62; Jn 8:12-20 
Try reading todayôs passage from the 
Book of Daniel with the #MeToo move-
ment in mind. When people of authority 
transgress so egregiously, I find myself 
wondering if they believe in a final judg-
ment, or heaven or hell or karma. How do 
they do it? The two elders in todayôs read-
ing are described as having ñsuppressed 

their consciences.ò Well, isnôt that we all do when we sin? For 
most of us, conscience wakes up, and we are genuinely sorry 
for the action that is out of character. It is when we allow our-
selves to be lulled into a state of moral somnolence that we 
start failing to notice our transgressions or worse, justify our 
poor treatment of others. Then, what was once out-of-character 
becomes our character. A thorough examination of conscience 
is a good preparation for Holy Week.   Generous God, please 
give me the grace to say what I believe and do what I say. 
 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30 
I thought of poor Moses and his complaining tribe in a most 
unlikely setting. Last June, my mother-in-law treated her chil-
dren, including me, to an Alaskan cruise. There was a copious 
amount of food, much variety, displayed beautifully and avail-
able at all hours. During the first days in the dining room, one 
heard yummy noises — murmurs of approval and satisfaction 
from the passengers. Then, as the cruise progressed, one de-
tected irritation among the murmurs: They ran out of 
someoneôs favorite dessert; the servers were difficult to under-
stand; the potatoes were cold. And so on. It is so easy to take 
for granted our blessings and demand more. Iôm reminded of a 
question: Which is worse, to be rich and feel poor, or to be 
poor and feel rich? I would rather be the latter, and the only 
way I know that makes this possible are daily expressions of 
gratitude.  Generous God, make me grateful. 
 
Wednesday, April 10, 2019 
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn 8:31-42 
Sometimes, our prison cells are locked from the inside. And as 
our cells can be comfortable even cozy, we may not recognize 
our imprisonment and resent anyone who suggests we arenôt 
free. The adjoining cells are often filled with like-minded peo-
ple, and together we commit those most devious of sins: sins of 
omission. We see people without necessities to live, but they 
arenôt in our cells. We know other mothers are in anguish 
about the suffering of their children, but they arenôt our chil-
dren. There is war, violence against the innocent, suicide of 
loved ones, abuse of drugs and alcohol, but these problems are 
far away é until they arenôt. Sometimes, what forces us to 
open the doors of our cells is when some terrible thing happens 
inside and we find that we arenôt free where it counts the most: 
to welcome those whom Jesus commanded us to welcome — 
those people on our margins that we did not see upon whom 
our salvation, our ultimate freedom, depends.   Loving God, 
free me from attachment to my comfortable life and my fear of 
the unknown so that I may know true freedom in you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, April 11, 2019 
Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59 
My sophomore is studying the Holocaust in history class, so 

together 
we 
watched 

the 1993 movie, ñSchindlerôs List.ò At the end of the movie, 
the ñSchindler Jewsò gather to thank Oskar Schindler and pre-
sent him with a ring, binding him to those 1,100 souls he 
saved. The ring is engraved with words from the Talmud: 
ñWhoever saves one life saves the world in time.ò Meanwhile, 
my seventh grader is reading Refugee by Alan Gratz, an excel-
lent novel that tells the story of three refugee children. One is 
Josef, a German Jewish boy whose family is aboard the ill-
fated S.S. St. Louis, the ship of German Jews refused entry 
into Cuba and the United States and returned to Europe. Over 
200 of those Jews died in concentration camps. There are more 
than 6,000 descendants of the Schindler Jews. How many de-
scendants of the Jews on the S.S. St. Louis was the world de-
nied? We are poorer than we need to be.  God of Abraham, 
help us find ways for the children of Abraham to live in peace 
and forgive us when we do not regard each other as brothers 
and sisters. 
 
Friday, April 12, 2019 
Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42 
Was Jesus crazy, a con artist, or the real deal? This question 
was the introduction to my graduate Christology class. A quick 
internet search reveals a number of attempts at diagnosis, usu-
ally with the conclusion that Jesus doesnôt fit the bill for men-
tal illness. And if he was a con man, he certainly wasnôt in it 
for personal gain. So is he the real deal? I believe so, but I have 
to confess, as someone who only dips into very shallow theo-
logical waters and spends the rest of my energy on more day-to
-day pursuits, it doesnôt matter that much to me. I happily pro-
fess what my church teaches and live by that profession as well 
as I can, knowing all the while that I could be wrong. If itôs 
good enough for Pascal (look up Pascalôs Wager) and that 
faithful old Narnian, Puddleglum (The Silver Chair by 
C.S.Lewis), itôs good enough for me.  Loving God, give me the 
grace to follow the example of Jesus, your Son, and live a life 
of dedication, generosity and love. 
 
Saturday, April 13, 2019 
Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56 
While on a preached retreat, participants were encouraged by 
the Jesuit leader to find that passage in Scripture that ñjumps 
off the page,ò one that seems to define our life and our mis-
sion. I was surprised to discover how obvious my passage was: 
ñThat all may be oneò (John 17:21). Both of todayôs readings 
are about Godôs desire for unity; about bringing together the 
children of God who have been separated, creating one people 
with one shepherd, together the one true God. Godôs desire for 
our unity does not change. What changes is who we include as 
ñGodôs children.ò In the first reading, known as the ñTwo 
Sticksò reading (Ezekiel 37:15-19), the children of Israel are 
limited to the descendants of Judah and the descendants of 
Ephraim, two tribes who have been distant. These are the ones 
God will unite into one nation, no longer divided. In the Gos-
pel, Jesus comes to gather the ñdispersed,ò the other sheep of 
John 10:16. Who do we include as Godôs children? And per-
haps more importantly, who do we exclude?   God of all peo-
ples, grant me the grace to see every person, beloved by you, 
as my brother, my sister.                                                     É 

Fifth Week of Lent 

Homiletic starters and 
scriptural 

reflection points for 
each day of the month 


