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Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Rosa Anselmo, 
Amado Araneta, Lynn Boutureira, Daniel Campion, 
Sally Capoziello, Shang Cheng, Zena Cipolla, 
Marge D’Auria,   Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVi-
to, Virginia DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Di-
vers, Jennie Federici, Jean Fochetta, Clementine 

Gagliardi, Dennis Giammalvo, John Joseph Gleeson, John 
Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth 
Isolano, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, Elaine Lazzeri, 
Susan Leone, James Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William 
J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Barbara Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-
Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Frank Palmenteri, Sebastian Panas-
ci, Santo Pantina, Vivian Doris Pecchillo, Phillip Pecchillo, 
Nino Pedone, Puglissi, Joseph Questore, Mary Ann Quinn, 
Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith,  
Remington Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, 
Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., 
Ana Vastola, Sr. Joanne Walters. 
 
Deceased: Margaret Abadia, Frank Palagonia 

 

T h i s  We e k ' s  
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 
  8:00AM George & Ann Papandrea 

  9:30AM For the Intentions of Rosetta Liuba 
11:00AM Mary & Vito Rabito (Arline Rabito & Diane Sama) 
12:30PM Isaiah Santell (John & Susan Bellon) 
  5:00PM For the Parishioners 

Monday, April 29, 2019 St. Catherine of Siena 
9:00AM Lauro J. Jocson (Dr. Aida Jocson) 
 

Tuesday,  April 30, 2019 St. Pius V 
9:00AM Gregory Grieco (Joan Grieco) 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019 St. Joseph the Worker 

9:00AM Beatrice Crimarco (Loving Sister & Family) 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 St. Athanasius 

9:00AM  Philip Carollo (Loving Family) 
 

Friday, May 3, 2019 Sts. Philip & James 
9:00AM  Edward Sinisgalli (Loving Family) 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 

9:00AM Rosa & Salvatore Gambino (Loving Family) 
 Alex & Rita LaRotonda (Arlene Pacchiano) 
 Rocco Miranti (Loving Family) 
 Ann Sciame (Pavlides Family) 
 Joseph Scorcia (M/M John Guerriero) 
5:00PM Giuseppe Dalfino (Rosa Salerno & Family) 
 Celina Fantuzzi (Richard Hernandez) 
 Joseph Loiacono (M/M Michael Tretola) 
 Joseph Pecorella (Millie Tortora) 
 Joseph Russo (M/M Ted Riverso) 
 

Sunday, May 5, 2019 
  8:00AM Claire Flotard (Patrick C. Aliperto) 
  9:30AM Mary J. Corrigan (Mary Jo & Will Vendittelli) 
11:00AM Rosa & Gaspare Morreale (Rosanna Raneri) 
12:30PM Vincenza Milano (Loving Family) 
  5:00PM For the Parishioners 

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names 
of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial 
Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each 
month. The offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial 
Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 Masses for one 
year will be said for your loved one). Aside from listing 
one name, a husband and wife together, or a family 
name is also acceptable.  Having a Purgatorial Society is 
wonderful way of living out the Scriptures and will be a 
relief for those who desire to have their loved ones re-
membered with prayers all year long at God’s Altar.  
Please stop in at the Rectory if you are interested in hav-
ing a loved one enrolled in the Purgatorial Society.  The 
next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, 
May 31, 2019. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen Parish, 
and are asked to please register at the Rectory dur-
ing office hours. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory to 
register for the baptism of your child.  Baptisms will be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. 
 

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to 
1:30PM.  Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM 
Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date. 
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview. 
 

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange 
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a 
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious 
illness. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who 
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and 
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Recto-
ry. 

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time 
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in the Church at 6:30PM 
every Wednesday.  The group prays for our Blessed Mother’s 
intercession to end violence (both domestic and civil) and the 
persecution of Christians throughout the world. All parishion-
ers are invited to join us. We welcome anyone willing to lead 
a decade of the Rosary in a language other than English.  

 

The Altar Bread for this week is donat-
ed in memory of Amelia Kalb, requested 
by Mr. & Mrs. Ron Carbone. 
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St. Helen’s Rosary Ministry 
cordially invites all women, mothers, daughters, aunts, nieces, cousins to join us for their 

 

Annual Communion Breakfast & May Crowning 
Next Sunday, May 5, 2019 

 

The celebration begins with 9:30AM Mass, 
followed by the Crowning of the Blessed Mother 

 

Breakfast will be served in the School Cafeteria after the Crowning. 
Tickets:  $17.00 & $8.50 for Girls (Children under 7:  FREE) 

 
      Call Agnes Cummings at 917-716-5898 for tickets or more information. 

LaGuardia Community College will be holding an Acceler-
ated Summer EMT class June 3rd to August 15.  You must be 
18 years of age by August 31st, have a H.S. diploma or HSE/
GED, and have successful completion of a prescreening test 
and interview.  Tuition is $1310.00.  For further information 
please call (718) 482-5768, or visit www.laguardia.edu/ce/
pages/career-skills-and-training/emergency-medical-
technician/. Deadline for application is May 10th.  

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd Satur-
day of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after the 9AM 
Mass.  Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of 
life. 

St. Helen’s Support Group for the Physically Chal-
lenged meets the first and third Wednesday of every 
month at 1:30PM in the Rectory meeting room.  All are 
invited.  For further information please call Joan at (718) 
848-9173. 

St. Helen’s Rosary Ministry invites you 
to join us for a trip to 

 
The Cloisters & The Shrine of Mother Cabrini 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Two Sites in a One-Day Trip! 
 

Thursday, June 27, 2019 
Bus leaves St. Helen at 8:30AM & 

Returns around 4:00PM 
 

Members:  $45.00 
Non-Members:  $55.00 

 

Includes comfortable coach bus, guided 
tour of the 

Cloisters, visit to Mother Cabrini Shrine, and all 
gratuities.  Café on premises, or bring your own lunch. 

 

For more information or to reserve a seat, 
call Agnes Cummings at (917) 716-5898. 

 

Are you new to St. Helen Parish?  If so please 

stop in at the Rectory to register your family! 

You are invited for the yearly Celebration of the 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
TODAY, SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2019 
with devotion from 2:00-3:00PM in Church 

 

The celebration will include St. Faustina’s Way of the Cross, Eucharistic Exposition, St. 
Faustina’s Prayer for sinners, Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Recitation of St. 

Faustina’s Praises, Benediction, and Veneration of St. Faustina’s Relic. 
 

There will be an opportunity for Confession immediately after the Service.  Preparation for gaining Indulgence:  
Reception of Holy Communion that day, Sacrament of penance approximately two weeks prior or after Divine 

Mercy Sunday, and prayer for the intentions of the Holy Father. 
 

Jesus, King of Mercy, We Trust In You. 

The Holy Name Society will hold their meeting 
next Sunday, May 5th in Fr. Dooley Hall after the 
8:00AM Mass.  All men of the parish are invited! 
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 CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER 
 

The Center is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd.   Seniors 
aged 60 and older are invited to become members. Activities and services are offered Monday-Friday from 
9:00AM to 4:00PM.  Every day delicious and nutritious full, hot lunches are catered by Russo’s on the Bay 
($2 donation requested).  For further information please call 718-738-8100. 

 
Mondays 9:30-10:30AM:  Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman  
Mondays 10:45-11:45AM:  Chair Aerobics with Charlie Roemer 
Tuesdays 9:30-10:30AM:  Movement Exercise with Millie 
Wednesdays 10:00-11:00AM:  Zumba with Elaine 
Thursdays 9:30-10:30AM:  Movement Exercise with Millie 
Fridays 9:30-10:30AM:  Cardio Exercise with Dwayne 
Fridays 10:30-11:30AM:  Yoga with Charlie Roemer 

Memorials Available 
Many times people come to the Rectory inquiring about memorials they can give to a family who has lost a loved one.  The 
following are available: 

• Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Altar Candles or the Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one for one week ($50.00 each). 

• Votive Candles for one year ($100.00). 

• A leaf permanently placed on the Tree of Life ($350.00). 

• A plaque permanently placed on the Anniversary Wall ($350.00). 
 

For further information, call or visit the Rectory. 

Seats Are Going Fast!  

Thinking about joining the Knights of Columbus?  Join us and help make a difference in our community!  Call 
(718) 843-9188 to find out more information.  We also have hall rental available (up to 55 people).  10% of our 
referrals will be donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Group of St. Helen Church.  Call us for an appointment to see our 
hall! 
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Please Join Us 
 

Under The Sea 
 

For 
 

Ladies’ Night 
 

May 29, 2019 — 6:30PM 
Russo’s On The Bay 

 
$90 Per Person, including Open Bar 

RSVP By May 15th to:  SHCALadiesNight@gmail.com 
 

**Leave us a note with whom you would like to sit** 
 

Checks Payable to:  St. Helen Catholic Academy 
 

Any questions please call 
Michelle DiBenedetto at (917) 807-9754 
Mia Scaramuzzino at (917) 682-6095 or 

Roe Barrella at (917) 535-8556 
 

 

 

 

St. Helen Catholic Academy 
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Monday, April 29, 2019 
Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8 
Nicodemus appears only in John’s Gospel 
— first, during Jesus’ teaching life; again, 
when he chides the Pharisees for con-
demning Jesus before they’ve heard him; 
and finally, when he, along with Joseph of 
Arimathea, honors Jesus’ body with prepa-
ration for burial. In today’s reading, Nico-
demus is trying to work out how this rabbi 
and holy man is who he says he is. Jesus 

tells Nicodemus that he must be “born from above” to under-
stand. John uses the Greek word anōthen, which means both 
“from above” and “again,” making a little pun. Jesus explains 
that those “born from above” are like the wind. Another pun — 
the Greek pneuma, as well as the Hebrew rûah, mean both 
wind and spirit. The wind (and the Spirit) cannot be seen, but 
the effects are visible. A holy person outwardly looks no dif-
ferent from anyone else, but they are recognized by their effect 
on the world around them — as Jesus says in the Sermon on 
the Mount, “by their fruits.” Because of his effect on the world, 
Nicodemus is righly recognized and venerated as a saint.  St. 
Nicodemus, pray for us as we search for the Christ in our daily 
lives 
 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 
Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7b-15 
Years ago on the Second Sunday of Easter (Cycle B), I heard a 
homilist preach on this reading from Acts. As he worked to 
make his point he said, “As it says elsewhere in Scripture, 
‘From each according to his ability, to each according to his 
need.’”Well, as a former member of the “collective” who pro-
duced the University of Oregon magazine, "The Insurgent So-
ciologist" — yes, really! — I recognized that quote as not from 
Scripture, but one popularized by Karl Marx. The moment was 
especially delicious for me because the guest priest was there 
as a friend to the very wealthy family of a child to be baptized. 
And as it happens, it was this passage in Acts (along with the 
encounter of Philip and the eunuch) that encouraged me to 
accept baptism in the church — the place that seemed to be my 
true home. Despite the church’s imperfections (and mine), it 
still is.  Loving God, give me the grace to be grateful for my 
blessings and generous with the abundance you have lavished 
upon me. 
 
Wednesday, May 1, 2019 
Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21 
It is the responsibility of the old to test the new. This is how 
healthy communities and institutions grow, avoiding sudden 
lurches down the wrong path, staying the steady course. Ideal-
ly, the new comes along to tweak the old, make a few neces-
sary corrections, add an idea or two, illustrating that revelation 
continues, or as I saw on a bright, red banner outside our local 
United Church of Christ — a comma. Nothing more. The mes-
sage: God is still speaking. Sadly, too often the old is far too 
human, jealous and fearful of the new, claiming orthodoxy 
when the issue is little more than a turf war. They prefer a peri-
od instead of a comma. And the new has its sins as well, disre-
garding too easily what has come before, reacting and rebelling 
instead of improving and enriching; seeking to start a new 
book instead of adding a chapter. Followers of Christ have  
 
 
 
 
known this tension since the beginning and yet … here’s the 
good news … the church lurches on. Alleluia!  Dear God, open 

our 
ears, 
quiet 

our minds, and soften our hearts. 
 
Thursday, May 2, 2019 
Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 
God is not in the rationing business, but we are. We really are. 
We withhold the use of our talents with all kinds of self-
rationing excuses: Others will make fun of me. Or resent me. 
Or I might fail. Look stupid. If I do it this once, I might have to 
do it again. And again. People won’t leave me alone. I’m tired. 
I’m scared. I’m not ready. Maybe tomorrow or next week or 
next year. And anyway, just who do I think I am? Well, friend, 
you are the only one with your particular face of God. And if 
you don’t show it, then the world will not know that singular 
divine visage, and we will be poorer for it. So please, show us 
the gifts God gave you … to you and no one else. For the good 
of the world. Please.  For the courage to say No to my fears 
and Yes to God and Godôs people. 
 
Friday, May 3, 2019 
Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14 
Philip and James, whose feast we celebrate today, knew Jesus 
personally. They heard him preach, watched him heal, traveled 
with him, ate with him. Yet Philip implores Jesus to show him 
God. I suppose we should take heart that even a first-
generation disciple, an apostle, a saint could be so dense. How 
many of our prayers are for what we are too blind to see all 
around us. We come to Mass and miss the presence of God. 
There are people on our path every day, and yet we pray for an 
end to our loneliness. We are like people in the midst of a 
storm praying for rain. There is a lovely story in a book I read 
my children. A wise man asks a little bear, “Can you tell me 
where God lives?” The little bear is silent for a moment and 
then asks the wise man, “First, kind sir, can you tell me where 
God does not live?”  O God, please open my eyes, my mind, my 
heart to your presence everywhere, in everyone. 
 
Saturday, May 4, 2019 
Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21 
I once heard a lector read this passage and proclaim with con-
viction that the Hellenists were complaining because their 
“windows” were being neglected. (So the diaconate was estab-
lished because priests don’t do windows?) This passage usual-
ly prompts a word about deacons (God bless ‘em!), but also 
says something about pastors. How many come to the semi-
nary with a call from God to be a CEO? Yet, many pastors will 
admit they spend more time on matters worldly, even mun-
dane, rather than wrestling with God’s word and how to pre-
sent the message to their congregations. Pastors would do well 
to find that person who has a gift for matching talent to task 
(what Paul calls the gift of administration) and then let them 
oversee those matters for which most priests are not trained. 
Priests have a privileged education and so often do not have 
the time to do the very pastoral work of study, reflection and 
presentation of the Gospel that affects the real lives of their 
people.  For pastors and deacons and all who minister to the 
needs of others and for those they are charged to serve. 
 
 

É 

Second Week of Easter 

Homiletic starters and 
scriptural 

reflection points for 
each day of the month 


