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Second Sunday of Advent
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Sunday, December 9, 2018

George & Claire Cox
Paul Russo (Joe Barreca)
Linda McSorley (St. Helen’s Adult Choir)
Thomas V. Newman, Sr. (Josephine Massino & Fam.)
For The Parishioners

Monday, December 10, 2018
9:00AM

Msgr. Joseph A. Martusciello (Jo-Ann &
Phyllis Leccese)

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 St. Damasus I
9:00AM

Elizabeth Ujazdowski (Loving Family)

Wednesday, December 12, 2018 O.L. of Guadalupe
9:00AM

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for the
baptism of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

John Palermo (Mary Palermo)

Thursday, December 13, 2018 St. Lucy
9:00AM

Anthony Farraro (Janet Marsala)

Friday, December 14, 2018 St. John of the Cross
9:00AM

Celina Garcia (Nena Garcia)

Saturday, December 15, 2018
9:00AM

Frank Cina (Caterina Cina)
Robert R. Keighron (Jack Raia)
Jack Lombardo (Loving Wife)
Loretta Marino (Rachele Sannino)
Giuseppina Scaturro (Caterina Cina)
Bob Durkin (Cathleen Cummins)
Robert R. Keighron (M/M Alan Camhi)
Maffeo Family (Donna & Mark Jakubow)
Loretta Marino (Campanella Family)
Trapasso Family (Donna & Mark Jakubow)

5:00PM

Sunday, December 16, 2018
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

George & Ann Papandrea
Frances LaMarca (Loving Family)
Angelo Marino (Diane & Steve Coleman)
Bruna Romano (Loving Sister Nina & Family)
For The Parishioners

The Altar Bread for this week is donated

in memory of Tricia Plotkin-DeFrank, requested by Dennis DeFrank and Family.

You are invited to
Pray the Family Rosary

THURSDAY EVENINGS IN CHURCH
7:00-7:30PM

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Amado Araneta, Daniel
Campion, Baby Canzoneri, Sally Capoziello, Shang
Cheng, Marge D’Auria, Mary Ann D’Angelo, Patrick
Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jean Fochetta, Dennis
Giammalvo, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson,
Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano, Marilyn
Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, James Leung, Thomas & Patricia
Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy Maione, Tom Mercatante, Barbara Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Joseph Questore, Mary Ann
Quinn, Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick
Smith, Remington Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn
Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

Helen D. Gallagher, Louise Nardella

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the
Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one).
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife together, or a family name is also acceptable. Having a
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all
year long at God’s Altar. Please stop in at the Rectory
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in
the Purgatorial Society. The next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, December 28, 2018.
The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd
Saturday of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after
the 9AM Mass. Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of life.
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Christmas Schedule
Christmas Reconciliation Monday

On Monday, December 17th, all parishes in the five Boros will be hearing confessions between the hours of 4:00-8:00PM. Reconciliation Monday, as it has
been called during Lent, will be a convenient opportunity for you and your family
to spiritually prepare oneself for the celebration of Christmas. Again, all parishes
in the Diocese of Brooklyn and the Archdiocese of New York (even Staten Island!) will be hearing confessions between the hours of 4:00-8:00PM.

Monday, December 24, 2018—Christmas Eve
Mass at 9:00AM
5:00PM: Vigil Mass For Christmas
11:15PM: Carols — Followed by Mass at Midnight

Tuesday, December 25, 2018—Christmas Day
8:00AM, 9:30AM, 11:00AM & 12:30PM
No 5:00PM Mass

Monday, December 31, 2018—New Year’s Eve
Mass at 9:00AM

Tuesday, January 1, 2019—New Year’s Day
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Mother of God

9:00AM, 11:00AM & 5:00PM

The Rectory Office will be closed:
Monday & Tuesday, December 24th & 25th.
The Rectory Office will be open
Monday, December 31st 9:00AM-2:00PM
& will be closed January 1, 2019,
New Year’s Day.
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WITNESSES OF MERCY UPDATE
Good News! Our new parish program, Witnesses of Mercy, is off to a good start.
Our first meeting had 10 volunteers who are willing to spend some quality time with our
homebound or elderly parishioners. We are now compiling a list of friends or neighbors
who are either homebound or looking for someone to visit them.
If you know of any person or yourself who is sick or homebound and would like to
have a Witnesses of Mercy volunteer from our parish visit with them, please contact Patricia
Rizzo McCabe at (917) 312-7072, or email her at goodrecords1@verizon.net.
The Witness of Mercy program is a group of trained volunteers who will have close personal contact with parishioners who are unable to leave their homes due to illness or age. This will be done by
visits or by telephone. We will be the link between the parish and the parishioners so that all needed
information can be shared by both. This will let the affected parishioners know they have not been left
on their own and will have someone on which to rely.
St. Helen will share
in the profits! For
each car, truck or
van, running or not,
The Society of St.
Vincent de Paul will
give back to our
Church $50/$100
per vehicle. Call
The Society today if
you have a vehicle
to donate!

Christmas With
The Connolly Sisters
Featuring a live performance
of your favorite holiday music

Saturday, December 22, 2018 —
1:00 to 4:00PM

Tutoring Heights, Inc. will offer an SAT
Prep, a comprehensive 7-week course
here at St. Helen Catholic Academy to prepare for the March 2019 SAT.
◆ 28 hours of instruction plus 3 full-length practice tests
◆ Rigorous course offered Tuesday & Thursday evenings
◆ Master Math tutor of all levels
◆ Fully licensed NYC-DOE English Teacher
◆ Teachers have a combined 33 years of experience
◆ Our students have won hundreds of thousands of dollars
in college scholarships
Classes begin January 15, 2019. Registration deadline is
December 15, 2018. Cost is $900.00. For further details,
and/or to register please call Nancy or Joe at (347) 7623660.

Vetro Restaurant & Lounge (16449 Crossbay Blvd.)
$75 Per Person (plus tax) Includes Brunch Buffet
Reserve your table today: 718-843-8387
Are you new to St. Helen Parish?
If so, please remember to stop
in at the Rectory to register your family!

St. Helen’s Support Group for the Physically Challenged meets the first and third Wednesday of every month
at 1:30PM in the Rectory meeting room. All are invited. For
further information please call Joan at (718) 848-9173.

Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked
to register as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism. Registration is easily done at the parish office anytime during business hours.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked
to obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen.
Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children who have already been born will
normally take place on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth
Saturday of each month from 10:00AM–12:00PM.
Upcoming Mornings of Preparation Required Before a Baptism

(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room): January 13 & 27—February 10 & 24.

Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms (All begin at 2:00PM): January 13 & 27—February 10 & 24.
Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment.
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St. Helen Christmas Giving Tree
For Needy Children and Adults

We are asking for your help in answering the requests of the
needy in our own parish, other parishes in Queens, a home for
special adults, a shelter for women and babies, and other charities.
THIS WEEKEND, DECEMBER 8/9:
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

During this weekend, please leave your unwrapped gift with tag attached, near the tree.
Place monetary donations or gift cards in the
black box in the lobby.

God bless you for your great
generosity!
St. Helen Parish

Sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Group
CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER
The Center is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd. Seniors aged 60 and older are invited to become members. Activities and services are offered MondayFriday from 9:00AM to 4:00PM. Every day delicious and nutritious full, hot lunches are catered by
Russo’s on the Bay ($2 donation requested).
Mondays 9:30-10:30AM:
Mondays 10:45-11:45AM:
Tuesdays 9:30-10:30AM:
Wednesdays 10:00-11:00AM:
Thursdays 9:30-10:30AM:
Fridays 9:30-10:30AM:
Fridays 10:30-11:30AM:

Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman
Chair Aerobics with Charlie Roemer
Movement Exercise with Millie
Zumba with Elaine
Movement Exercise with Millie
Cardio Exercise with Dwayne
Yoga with Charlie Roemer

For further information, contact Rosalie at 718-738-8100.
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If you
have
ever
Monday, December 10, 2018
given multistep instructions to a teenager while they are
Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26
watching an electronic screen, you soon discover there is a
A friend related a dark time in her life
big difference between hearing and listening when you conwhen she suddenly became an unemfront partially completed tasks. I think this is how I someployed single mother of two small chiltimes treat Advent. I know it is an important season, but my
dren. Simple survival filled her thoughts energies are torn in so many directions and the readings and
Homiletic starters and during the day, but at night, her fears
traditions have become so familiar, I become like that disscriptural
reflection points for would overwhelm her. Although she
tracted teenager in my prayer life. In order to move from
each day of the month wasn’t a “churchgoer,” she began reading
hearing to listening, from looking to seeing or from knowing
the psalms, at times only able to comto understanding, a commitment to focused awareness is
plete a single verse. Within them, she found a glimmer of
hope and sensed she wasn’t alone. That speck of hope gave required. I pray that amid the lights, tinsel and preparations
her the courage to face a new day and slowly over time that for Christmas, I make that conscious effort to give God some
glimmer grew until she knew she would be OK. The Advent real time with my undivided attention. May all our Advent
season reminds me of her and countless others who struggle works and prayers give you praise and thanks, O God.
for hope. The season is a gift in our darkest time, reminding
all who live in darkness that God’s hope and light exist with- Friday, December 14, 2018
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
in every struggle we face. Say to those whose hearts are
John the Baptist and Jesus may have walked the earth before
frightened: Be strong, fear not!
the advent of social media, but their integrity was judged by
rumors similar to the modern phenomenon of “fake news.”
Tuesday, December 11, 2018
John was judged to be “possessed” because he lived an ausIs 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
tere lifestyle in the desert, while Jesus who lived among peoI was disturbed by a parishioner who expressed her belief
ple without concern for their social reputation, was deemed
that the recent violence and disasters in the world were
immoral. The advice given by Jesus still holds true when he
God’s “punishment” to us for disobeying his laws. This be- tells us that the character of a person can be discerned by the
lief is totally at odds with Jesus’ parable of the lost sheep
“fruits” produced by their words and actions. If a person’s
that we proclaim today. Free will carries a great responsibil- words or deeds promote hatred, fear or injustice, then we
ity and when people abuse it to turn away from God, we can- may assume that they are not people who “delight in the law
not blame God for the consequences of those actions. God
of the Lord.” If, on the other hand, their actions lead to jusmourns our rejection, we are told, and continually seeks out tice, equality and mercy, then there is a good chance God
our return. When we answer the call, God rejoices! Would
would deem them “blessed.” God of light, teach us to disany loving parent deliberately put their children in dangerous cern the way of your truth.
or harmful circumstances only to teach them a lesson? I only
wonder what mess the remaining 99 sheep managed to create Saturday, December 15, 2018
among themselves before the shepherd returned.
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Loving God, when my heart grows fearful of the world’s evil, John the Baptist was beheaded and the disciples had just
witnessed a transfigured Jesus on the mountaintop flanked
help me to remember you have not given up on us.
by Moses (the law) and Elijah (the prophets). They were
questioning this vision in light of having been told by the
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 Zec 2:14-17 or
scribes that Elijah would return to restore the broken tribes
Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
of Israel. Jesus compares John the Baptist to the prophet EliWe rarely see any depictions of the Holy Family with dirty
jah, both of whom confronted their civil leaders for ignoring
hands or work-stained clothing. We are more comfortable
God’s teachings and abusing their power. Both were persepicturing them as distant from the detritus of everyday human life. For many years, in fact, our Christian tradition had cuted for holding the authorities accountable for their actaught that our earthly bodies were inherently bad, dirty and tions. The world has always needed prophets like John and
sinful. Yet Advent is a celebration of the coming of Emman- Elijah to remind its leaders that they are responsible for the
well-being of many. Unfortunately, leaders still use their
uel, “God with us.” Our humanity is exactly what God
power to forcibly silence those prophets brave enough to
chooses to enter into; not to condemn it but to empower its
potential as the body of Christ. We celebrate the miracle of hold them accountable to truth and justice. Give courage, O
Lord, to the Elijahs of today who call us all to live with inChristmas at the Eucharist as we hear the words: “By the
tegrity.
◆
mingling of this water and wine, may we come to share in
the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in our
humanity.” May we rejoice, as Mary did, in our ability to
become the body through which Christ is delivered to the
world.

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT

Thursday, December 13, 2018
Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15

