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Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Amado Araneta, Daniel 
Campion, Baby Canzoneri, Sally Capoziello, Shang 
Cheng, Marge D’Auria,  Mary Ann D’Angelo, Patrick 
Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, Rich-
ard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jean Fochetta, Dennis 
Giammalvo, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce 

Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano, 
Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, James Leung, Thomas & 
Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy Maione,  Tom Mercatante, 
Barbara Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, 
Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Joseph Questore, Frances 
Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith,  Reming-
ton Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie 
Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Jo-
anne Walters. 
 

Deceased: Thomas E. Blankley, Robert J. Emrick,  
 Grace Ladone, Helen Rabuse, 
 Domenica Sommo 
  

 

T h i s  We e k ' s  
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

  8:00AM George & Ann Papandrea 

  9:30AM David Olsen (Olsen-Belmonte Families) 
11:00AM John DeRiso (St. Helen Phys. Chall. Suppt. Grp.) 
12:30PM Maria Keevan (Ann Ciullo) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, November 19, 2018  
9:00AM Andrew Walcott (Loving Family) 
 

Tuesday,  November 20, 2018  
9:00AM Grieco & McCarthy Family (Joan Grieco) 

Wednesday, November 21, 2018 Presentation of the BVM 

9:00AM Rosalie Branchina (Loving Family) 
 

Thursday, November 22, 2018—Thanksgiving 

9:00AM Salvatore & Rosa Gambino (Loving Family) 
 

Friday, November 23, 2018 Sts. Clement I & Columban 
9:00AM Donald Rourke (Helen Rourke) 

Saturday, November 24, 2018 St. Andrew Dung-Lac 

9:00AM Rita Ali (Marianna Ficco) 
 Grace DiGregorio (Daughter Serafina Francis) 
 Robert R. Keighron (Karidis Family) 
 Joseph Leccese (Marty & Annette Gould) 
 Rebecca Marchese (M/M Michael Tretola) 
5:00PM Tillie Amari (Irene & Rochelle Franzese) 
 Susan Carneval (Johnny Donofrio) 
 Robert R. Keighron (M/M Michael Cesario) 
 Theresa Maldarelli (Christine, Isabella and 
 Francesca Russo) 
 Jack Scotti (Jennifer DiBenedetto) 
 

Sunday, November 25, 2018 

  8:00AM Charles Amari (Louisa & Jeff Karoly) 
  9:30AM William F. DiPietra (Loving Parents) 
11:00AM Antonio Cracchiolo (Loving Family) 
12:30PM Christine Piotrowski (Loving Family) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the 
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The 
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Fri-
day of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the 
Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one). 
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife to-
gether, or a family name is also acceptable.  Having a 
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the 
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to 
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all 
year long at Godôs Altar.  Please stop in at the Rectory 
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in 
the Purgatorial Society.  The next Purgatorial Socie-
ty Mass will be held Friday, November 30, 2018. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen Parish, 
and are asked to please register at the Rectory dur-
ing office hours. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory to 
register for the baptism of your child.  Baptisms will be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. 
 

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to 
1:30PM.  Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM 
Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date. 
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview. 
 

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange 
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a 
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious 
illness. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who 
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and 
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Recto-
ry. 

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd 
Saturday of every month in St. Helenôs Rectory after 
the 9AM Mass.  Come and learn more about the Fran-
ciscan way of life. 

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
We would like to thank Elaine Lazzeri, who kept the statue 
this past week.  Anyone interested in keeping the statue in their 
home and praying for vocations for one week should contact 
the Rectory. 

Please Note:  The Rectory office will be closed on Thurs-
day & Friday, November 22 & 23 in observance of 
Thanksgiving and will reopen on Saturday, November 24th 
at 9:00AM. 
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Loving God, 
we turn our hearts to You on this 
    day for giving thanks, mindful of 
    Your many gifts. 
For each one, we are grateful. 
For each one, we are blessed. 
For each one, we are opened to the 
   abundance of Your Love. 
May this Thanksgiving day offer a 
    reminder to be generous with others, 
    as You are with us. 
We praise You. 
We rejoice in You. 
We give You thanks. 
Amen. 

    Wishing You A 

Blessed 
             and 

Fr. Colamaria, 
Fr. Kubiak, 

Deacon Andrew, 
Deacon Rick, 

and the 

Rectory Staff 
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER is locat-
ed at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd.   Seniors aged 60 and older are invited 
to become members. Activities and services are offered Monday-Friday from 9:00AM to 4:00PM. 

 
 

Mondays            9:30-10:30AM:  Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman  
   10:45-11:45AM:  Chair Aerobics with Charlie Roemer 
 

Tuesdays  9:30-10:30AM:  Movement Exercise with Millie 
   1:00PM:   Dancing to a DJ with Refreshments 
 

Wednesdays 10:00-11:00AM:  Zumba with Elaine 
   10:30-11:30AM:  Adult Coloring Classes 
   1:00-3:00PM:  Karaoke By Fernando 
 

Thursdays 9:30-10:30AM:  Movement Exercise with Millie 
   9:30-11:30AM:  Art Classes with a certified teacher 
   12:30-2:30PM:  Art Classes with a certified teacher 
 

Fridays  9:30-10:30AM:  Cardio Exercise with Dwayne 
   10:00-11:30AM:  Introduction to Sign Language 
   10:30-11:30AM:  Yoga with Charlie Roemer 

 
For further information, please call the Center at 718-738-8100. 

 

You are invited to 
Pray the Family Rosary 

 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 
IN CHURCH 
7:00-7:30PM 

St. Helen will share 
in the profits!  For 
each car, truck or 
van, running or not, 
The Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul will 
give back to our 
Church $50/$100 
per vehicle.  Call 
The Society today if 
you have a vehicle 
to donate! 

Memorials Available 
 

       Many times people come to the Rectory inquiring about memorials they can give to a family who has lost a 

loved one.  The following are available: 
 

¶ Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Altar Candles or the Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one for one week 

($50.00 each). 

¶ Votive Candles for one year ($100.00). 

¶ A leaf permanently placed on the Tree of Life ($350.00). 

¶ A plaque permanently placed on the Anniversary Wall ($350.00). 
 

For further information, you may either call or visit the Rectory. 

Tutoring Heights, Inc. will offer an SAT 

Prep, a comprehensive 7-week course 

here at St. Helen Catholic Academy to pre-

pare for the March 2019 SAT. 

 
É 28 hours of instruction plus 3 full-length practice tests 

É Rigorous course offered Tuesday & Thursday evenings 

É Master Math tutor of all levels 

É Fully licensed NYC-DOE English Teacher 

É Teachers have a combined 33 years of experience 

É Our students have won hundreds of thousands of dollars 

     in college scholarships 

 
Classes begin January 15, 2019.  Registration deadline is 
December 1, 2018.  Cost is $900.00.  For further details, 
and/or to register please call Nancy or Joe at (347) 762-
3660. 
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                                 Volunteers Needed! 
       St. Helen Parish would like to begin a new ministry which will benefit our elderly and 
homebound parishioners.  This ministry is known as Witnesses of Mercy, a program 
developed by Catholic Charities. 
       Our goal is to create a group of trained volunteers who will have close personal contact 

with parishioners who are unable to leave their homes due to illness or age.  This will be done by visits or 
by telephone.  We will be the link between the parish and the parishioners so that all needed information 
can be shared by both.  This will let the affected parishioners know they have not been left on their own 
and will have someone on which to rely. 
 We are looking for volunteers who are willing to put this kind of compassion and dedication into 
their efforts.  If you are interested in learning more about this new group, and all about the program, please 
contact Patricia Rizzo McCabe at (917) 312-7072, or email her at goodrecords1@verizon.net. 

 Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked 
to register as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism.  Registration is easi-
ly done at the parish office anytime during business hours. 
 Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked 
to obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen. 
 Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children who have already been born will 
normally take place on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth 
Saturday of each month from 10:00AM–12:00PM. 
 

Upcoming Mornings of Preparation Required Before a Baptism (All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the Msgr. 
McGinness Room):  November 25—December 9. 
 
Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms (All begin at 2:00PM):  November 25—December 9. 
 

Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment. 

St. Helenôs Support Group for the Physical-
ly Challenged meets the first and third Wednes-
day of every month at 1:30PM in the Rectory 
meeting room.  All are invited.  For further infor-
mation please call Joan at (718) 848-9173. 

MANY THANKS! 
Father John Marie, some volunteers and residents 
from St. Anthony’s Shelter for Renewal in the Bronx 
are smiling with gratitude at the generous donation 
from St. Helen’s parish.  They received over 400 pairs 
of socks and over 200 pieces of underwear.  Many 
thanks to all who contributed. 

With Much Appreciation 
 

The news about Ragtime's closing spread far and 
fast! Over 50 years of  business in Howard Beach 
made Ragtime iconic.  Although it is unfortunate to 
see a staple of the community disappear, there is a 
silver lining.  Ragtime donated a tremendous 
amount of food to the pantry at St. Helen parish.  
This donation is greatly appreciated and will serve 
the community of Howard Beach who are in need.  I 
personally want to thank the owners of this estab-
lishment for remembering the less fortu-

nate during  their difficult time. 

Are you new to St. Helen Parish? 
 

If so, please remember to stop 
in at the Rectory to register your family! 

CCNS Woodhaven-
Richmond Hill Senior 
Services is having its Annu-
al Thanksgiving Dinner 
on November 22nd from 
9:30AM to 2:00PM at St. 

Mary Gate of Heaven (103-02 101st Ave., Ozone 
Park).  Volunteers are also needed to drive meals 
to the elderly homebound, and to serve meals at 
the Center.  To dine with us, or to volunteer, 
please call (718) 847-9200. 
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Monday, November 19, 2018 
Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Lk 18:35-43 
The Book of Revelation is all in sev-
ens, beginning with these seven little 
encyclicals that prompt the teacher in 
me to suggest an assignment: Write 
your own letter to your local church. 
Hereôs mine to my little village in Hon-
duras. ñI know your struggles, a pov-
erty of means and meaning in a society 

heavy with corruption and violence. But I have this 
against you, that you sometimes forget your gifts. So cele-
brate your common faith, whether óCatholicô or 
óevangelical,ô whose roots stretch back to the days of the 
great missionary Father José Manuel Subirana.ò And I 
might add what the Lord says to the church in Ephesus: 
ñRepent, and do the works you did at first.ò The message, 
of course, is first of all for myself!  O Lord, may I be like 
a tree planted near running water, whose leaves never 
fade! 
 
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 
Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Lk 19:1-10 
Folks who never saw ñHamletò know the line, ñTo be or 
not to be.ò So I like to think that I could adapt the line, 
"To open or not to open," while viewing the famous paint-
ing by William Holman Hunt of Jesus standing at a door 
without a knob — because it only opens from inside. Also 
familiar is the graphic warning: ñI wish you were either 
cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm, I will spit you 
out of my mouth!ò óSpitô being the gentle translation of 
the original. Anyway, such is the Church of Laodicea. 
Sound familiar? Nevertheless, Jesusô promise is a conso-
lation ultimately fulfilled in Communion. ñIf anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, then I will enter his 
house and dine with him, and he with me.ò  Lord, make 
me one who walks blamelessly and does justice, who 
thinks truth in my heart! 
 
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 
Rv 4:1-11; Lk 19:11-28 
I love this image! I guess you could say Jesus came out 
that door, to Earth and now itôs our turn. ñCome up here!ò 
says a ñtrumpet-like voice.ò Could there be a better invita-
tion to tomorrowôs celebration of Thanksgiving? ñSeven 
flaming torchesò for decoration, and ñfour living crea-
tures,ò with faces like a lion, a calf, a man, an eagle in 
flight — think of your relatives gathered at the festive 
table! The Book of Revelation may not be as scary or as 
hard to interpret as we may think. Ultimately, it is a litur-
gy, an ecstatic Mass. ñHoly, holy, holy is the Lord God 
almighty, who was, and who is, and who is to come.ò No 
wonder Handel cried in rapture when he finished 
ñMessiah.ò  Let everything that has breath, praise the 
Lord! 
 
 

 

Thurs-
day, 
No-

vember 22, 2018—Thanksgiving 
Rv 5:1-10; Lk 19:41-44 
Letôs not blame the ungrateful lepers, when our own grati-
tude is often so grudging. My mother taught us kids: 
ñPleaseò and ñThank you.ò And when she spent the last 
20 years of her life in a wheelchair, she said, ñThank youò 
for even the tiniest attention. In Spanish, every gift or 
kindness is a blessing, for the giver and the receiver. 
ñGraciasò in English is simply "graces" enough to go 
around for everyone! Thanksgiving is not a big ñchurchò 
day like Christmas and Easter, but nothing is more 
ñgraciasò than the Eucharist. It makes a good start to the 
day, not to mention a good centering for the wars in the 
shopping malls.  Every day will I bless you, O God, and I 
will praise your name forever! 
 
Friday, November 23, 2018 
Rv 10:8-11; Lk 19:45-48 
Revelation always takes the long view, which might come 
in handy on ñBlack Friday,ò when shoppers fight for bar-
gains. Speaking of crowds, todayôs date is host to three 
very different saints. Clement I was the third successor to 
Peter as bishop of Rome, but he was close enough to the 
apostles to almost qualify for inclusion in the Christian 
Scriptures with his own Letter to the Corinthians. Colum-
ban was an early Irish monk, creating the monastic life as 
a worthy option for Catholic holiness. Always a little spe-
cial for me, since a Sister Columban taught me in grade 
school. And Blessed Miguel Pro, who brings us up to the 
20th century, was martyred in Mexico when his secret 
priesthood was discovered, a shock to anyone who as-
sumed that Mexico was ña Catholic country.ò His last 
words were, ñViva Cristo Rey!ò perfect for this Sundayôs 
feast of Christ the King.  How sweet to my palate are your 
promises, O Lord, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
 
Saturday, November 24, 2018 
Rv 11:4-12; Lk 20:27-40 
Pardon me if I wade into exegetical controversy to say 
that the ñtwo witnessesò have to be Peter and Paul. Who 
else would leave the church so devastated by their martyr-
dom, so inspired by their promised resurrection? Did I say 
two witnesses? How about 117? Ninety-six native Viet-
namese and 21 missionaries throughout the 18th and 19th 
centuries, Fr. Andrew Dũng-Lạc being the best known, 
were all crowned with martyrdom in a drama at least 
equal to the persecutions of Revelation. Not exactly ña 
Christmas story,ò but something to remind us of ñthe rea-
son for the season.ò  O God, I will sing a new song to you; 
with a ten-stringed lyre I will chant your praise! 
 
 

É 

THIRTY-THIRD WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME  

Homiletic starters and 
scriptural 

reflection points for 
each day of the month 


