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Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Sunday, October 7, 2018

Luciano Sannino (Rachele Sannino)
Margaret Dulisse (Joseph Barreca & Family)
John DeRiso (Joseph Barreca)
Michael Catanese (Frank Salvati)
For The Parishioners

Monday, October 8, 2018—Columbus Day
9:00AM

Mele Family (M/M Michael Ferri)

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 Sts. Denis & John Leonardi
9:00AM

Jocson Family (Aida Jocson)

Wednesday, October 10, 2018
9:00AM

Christine Salegna (Mom & Dad)

Thursday, October 11, 2018 St. John XXIII

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for the
baptism of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

9:00AM Nancy Camelliri (Constance Camelliri)

Friday, October 12, 2018
9:00AM

RoseMarie & Son Joseph G. Questore
(Joseph J. & Steven Questore)

Saturday, October 13, 2018
9:00AM

5:00PM

Loretta Barnes (Andrew & Linda Mastrangelo)
Josephine Ferrante (Stuczynski Family)
Frank Minutillo (Michele Carollo)
Nestor Rodriguez (Ruben Family)
Vincent Villano (Loving Family)
Frank Caccioppola (Calcagnile Family)
Jean Hannon (Vita & Paul)
Catherine Minieri (Raffaela & Phyllis Digristina)
Carol L. Noto (Mario & Silvia Terrana)
Belinda Rocco (Ana Lotrijan & Family)

Sunday, October 14, 2018
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Luciano Sannino (Rachele Sannino)
Margaret Dulisse (Joseph Barreca & Family)
John DeRiso (Joseph Barreca)
Michael Catanese (Frank Salvati)
For The Parishioners

The Rectory office will be closed on Monday, October 8th in
observance of Columbus Day, and will reopen on Tuesday at
9:00AM.
The Altar Bread for this week is donated in
memory of Dolores Attanasio, requested by Joe &
Lorraine Trotta and Family.

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Amado Araneta,
Baby Canzoneri, Sally Capoziello, Shang Cheng,
Marge D’Auria, Mary Ann D’Angelo, Patrick
Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi,
Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jean Fochetta,
Dennis Giammalvo, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce
Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth
Isolano, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, James
Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy
Maione, Barbara Miller, Jane Orban, Angela OttomanelliHubbs, Michael Palermo, Sebastian Panasci, Santo
Pantina, Joseph Questore, Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi,
John Secreti, Patrick Smith, Remington Stafford, Michael
Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul
Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

Richard N. DiCasoli, Loretta Marino
Vincent Punzi

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the
Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one).
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife together, or a family name is also acceptable. Having a
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all
year long at God’s Altar. Please stop in at the Rectory
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in
the Purgatorial Society. The next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, October 26, 2018.

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE

We would like to thank Elaine Lazzeri, who kept the
statue this past week. Anyone interested in keeping the
statue in their home and praying for vocations for one
week should contact the Rectory.

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd
Saturday of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after
the 9AM Mass. Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of life.
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A Most Difficult Conversation
Last Sunday at the 8:ooAM Mass, I spoke to the congregation about a pressing matter
that is personal yet affects all of us as parishioners of Saint Helen.
A month ago, Msgr. Pfeiffer’s physician broached the issue about his living situation, in
particular, his home care as he continues in his retirement. Msgr. Pfeiffer, who turns 88 in
December, is independent, yet is increasingly in need of additional care; care that is available for senior priests.
In the last four years, I have been in constant contact with Msgr.’s family, his priest
friends, his physician, and the vicar for senior clergy to all matters related to his general
wellbeing. Recently, the nature of Msgr.’s need for increased care has developed. His physician suggested that it would be better that Msgr. make the decision about his continued care
while he is still able.
Last week, I invited Msgr.’s Pfeiffer’s sister and brother, his priest friend, and Fr. Lukasz
together to have a frank discussion about these matters. In consultation with the vicar for
senior clergy, the vicar for the Bishop, and Msgr. LoPinto, we had a conversation that many
families have difficulty discussing. This conversation was very emotional. Yet, there is the
recognition that better care is available and that Msgr. should take advantage of it.
During the month of October, Msgr. Pfeiffer will be making these decisions with the assistance of his family, his priest friends, the priests of the parish, and the Diocesan personnel
who assist in these matters. I ask for your continued prayer and support as Msgr. Pfeiffer
finds the assisted living he so deserves.
Currently, the Mugavero Residence for Senior Priests in the Immaculate Conception
Center in Douglaston, Queens, is a promising choice. The Mugavero Residence is an assisted
living facility for senior priests. This residence takes on the responsibility of care and wellbeing of senior priests as their care needs increase. The residence is staffed with nurses, aides,
and physicians who make “house calls”. Msgr. and his family visited the residence in the last
week to do a “walk through” of the facility. In the words of Msgr’s brother, “Lunch was amazing!” More importantly, the Mugavero Residence assists Senior Priests with their independence. Visitors are permitted, and residents may come and go at their pleasure. The facility is
staffed with individuals who are advocates for the residents as their care may need to increase over time.
I cannot stress how emotional this discussion has been. The care that Msgr. Pfeiffer deserves after 60 years of priesthood is available and I will do everything in my power to see
that he gets it! Again, pray for him and the rectory staff as this transition takes place.
Fr. Colamaria
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St. Helen’s Holy Name Society
will present the Fatima film,
“The 13th Day,” on Saturday,
October 20th following the 5PM
Mass. Everyone is invited.
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Can You Spare A Pair?

“Socktober” is once again here!
Please consider contributing some socks (and
underwear) for the men at the St. Anthony Shelter in the Bronx. You may leave them in the box
in the vestibule of the Church. Thank you.

Everyone is invited to Our Lady of Grace Parish (100-05 159th Ave.) for a study of Bishop
Robert Barron’s Catholicism: The Pivotal Players (Volume 1), a film series that showcases
a handful of saints, artists, mystics and scholars, who not only shaped the life of the Church, but
changed the course of western civilization. Each session will include a 30 minute film screening,
and a 60 minute small groups discussion. This Fall series (Part 1) will be held Thursday evenings
from 7:00-8:45PM starting October 11th through November 29th. Part 2 of this study will run in
2019. There is a $25 fee for the course, which will be used to purchase your study guide. To register, or for more information please contact Joe Canzoneri at catholicismseries@yahoo.com.

Everyone is invited
to join in the
Our Lady
of Fatima Rosary Rally
October 13th
at 12:00 Noon
In front of
St. Helen Catholic Academy
(Bring a chair if needed)
St. Helen’s Support Group for the
Physically Challenged meets the first and
third Wednesday of every month at 1:30PM
in the Rectory meeting room. All are invited.
For further information please call Joan at
(718) 848-9173.

Catholic Charities Howard Beach Senior Center, located at 155-55 Cross
Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd., invites all seniors to
attend the following lectures which all begin at 10:30AM:
Tuesday, October 9th: A representative from Visiting Nurse Service will
discuss Foods to Lower Cholesterol.
Thursday, October 11th: An informational seminar on Captioned Call
Telephones For The Hearing Impaired.
Monday, October 15th: A nurse from CUNY will give a Nutritional Lecture For Diabetics.
Tuesday, October 16th: A speaker from Jamaica Hospital Physical Therapy
will speak on Falls Prevention.
Thursday, October 18th: A nurse from CUNY will speak about Flu Prevention.
Friday, October 19th: A nurse from CUNY will discuss Aging Gracefully.
For further information, contact Rosalie at 718-738-8100

Faith Lab
The new endeavor of Faith Lab is underway here at the parish. Faith Lab is a meeting of adults exploring our Catholic Faith through questions, discussion, and various topics. Faith Lab takes place Tuesday mornings in the rectory after
the 9:00AM Mass. All adults in the parish are invited. Topics and questions can vary from Scripture, Tradition, Liturgy
Dogma, or Church History. With the success of this endeavor, Faith Lab will continue into the winter and spring with
evening sessions.
We are inviting parishioners to participate by attending Faith Lab sessions and through the submission of topics for discussion. If you so desire, you may submit a question or topic for discussion using
this form. We will use these questions or topics in the Autumn and save them for the Spring session as
well. You may place this form in the collection basket or drop it off at the rectory, and if you so desire your
questions can remain anonymous.

Topic or question for Faith Lab:
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
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your
name
be held
holy in all languages and faiths, O God, and may our
hearts hear your voice within them all.

TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
Monday, October 8, 2018
Gal 1:6-12; Lk 10:25-37
In the week ahead, St. Paul warns the
Galatians that if they wish to be followers of Christ it is not enough to simply
follow the laws of the faith, but they
Homiletic starters and must live by a higher law of God’s love
scriptural
reflection points for in all that they do. It is also a lesson
each day of the month Jesus presents in the parable of the
good Samaritan. Were the priest and
Levite simply being hard-hearted by avoiding the robbery
victim? Or were they more concerned about being perceived as “defiled” according to Jewish purity laws if they
cared for the victim? If we find ourselves asking the question “What will people think?” before we consider helping those in need, then perhaps we need to ask Paul’s
question of ourselves: “Am I trying to please God or others?” Loving God, replace our hearts of stone, that we
might love others as you have loved us … without judgment.
Tuesday, October 9, 2018
Gal 1:13-24; Lk 10:38-42
There are times I am both envious and resentful of my
husband’s ability to catnap or sit down with the paper after a meal, while I feel it is imperative that I clear the table and do the dishes immediately. If I asked, he would
help and has many times. Why does his ability to relax for
a moment or two bother me? Like Martha, my life is filled
with many tasks, but not all are so onerous that they warrant complaint. Mary may not have been shirking her domestic duties. She simply made the gift of Jesus’ presence
a priority. Martha’s weakness lay not in her busyness, but
in her inability to see her own service as gift and in her
resentment of Mary’s ability to accept God’s offered gift
of the moment. May I never be so preoccupied with duty,
gentle Lord, that I fail to see the gifts you offer me daily.

Thursday, October 11, 2018
Gal 3:1-5; Lk 11:5-13
A colleague of mine often says, “Want to hear God
laugh? Tell him your plans.” He knows that I’m easily
overwhelmed when an unexpected crisis arises in an already busy day. The more tightly planned my projected
day, the more frantic I become. Today’s readings are a
good reminder to me that my knowledge of faith needs to
be open to unexpected experiences of God; that no plan is
complete without trust in God’s occasional redirection;
and that laws of faith are not life-giving if they do not
include the pastoral heart of God’s love. Discipleship
rarely offers a black and white agenda or clearly mappedout path. It does require trust in God’s guiding hand and a
courageous heart. Into your hands, O saving Lord, I leave
my work, my worries and my plans.
Friday, October 12, 2018
Gal 3:7-14; Lk 11:15-26
A long-time friend has been sober for over 30 years, but
still refers to himself as a “recovering” alcoholic when
offered a drink. “It will always be a part of my life,” he
admits; “I can never forget or become complacent.” Anyone who has struggled to overcome destructive or ingrained unhealthy habits knows that relapses are always a
tempting reality. If the space left by its absence is not
filled with a total commitment to a more positive behavior, the “unclean spirit” will return with an ever-greater
vengeance. Vigilance, a commitment to prayer and trust
in God’s love and forgiveness, ensures that we will never
be alone in our struggles to heal. Be our rock and redeemer, O God of everlasting hope.

Saturday, October 13, 2018
Gal 3:22-29; Lk 11:27-28
A woman in the crowd praises Mary for giving birth to
Wednesday, October 10, 2018
Jesus. Much as Jesus admired his mother, he tells the
Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Lk 11:1-4
For much of my youth most of my family and social life woman that those who hear and live out God’s word for
revolved around people who, if not Catholic, were raised themselves are the ones worthy of praise. Our world often
in a Christian tradition. It wasn’t until I attended universi- assesses people’s worthiness by their level of “star” power. Admiration is not always based on how they live their
ty that I met and became friends with people who folown lives, but on their fame, their social connections or
lowed traditions and religions other than my own.
Through respectful curiosity, we questioned each other’s the wealth they display; none of which indicates a person’s moral integrity. In the same way, calling ourselves
beliefs and discussed without criticism the traditions in
Christian or attending the “correct” church gives us no
which we were raised. It was in explaining my own begreater value than another if we do not live the life to
liefs that I came to discover my own faith more deeply
and my vision of God’s humanity was broadened. I like to which Jesus calls us. Mary does deserve our praise, not
only for giving birth to Jesus but for her faith in her son
think that a respectful dialogue arose between Peter, a
the life she lived for her faith. Look to the Lord in his
Galilean fisherman, and Paul, a Greek-educated Pharisee, and
strength;
seek to serve him constantly.
from which both gained a deeper grasp of Christ’s mes◆
sage. Perhaps our own understanding of the paschal mystery would be enriched through a non-critical dialogue

with our neighbors of different faith and traditions. May

