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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Sunday, October 28, 2018

Rosaria Amato Marangone (Rachele Sannino)
Helen & John Gudebski (Harold & Morgan Family)
John DeRiso (Joe & Lorraine Trotta)
Jack Truncale (Loving Family)
For The Parishioners

Monday, October 29, 2018
9:00AM

Fedele Tullo (Loving Family)

Tuesday, October 30, 2018
9:00AM

John DeRiso (Julie Dimler)

Wednesday, October 31, 2018
9:00AM
7:30PM

Salvatore & Filomena Cannistraci (Loving Daughter)
Vincent Mascia (Mary Ann Kellen)

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for the
baptism of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

Thursday, November 1, 2018—All Saints Day
9:00AM
7:30PM

John DeRiso (Donna & Joe Palagonia)
Dominick & Angelina Librizzi (Rosalie Librizzi)

Friday, November 2, 2018—All Souls’ Day
9:00AM
9:00AM

Richard Orban (Jane Orban)
Mass For All Souls

Saturday, November 3, 2018 St. Martin de Porres
9:00AM

5:00PM

Loretta Barnes (Fran Gucciardo)
Frank Ferri (M/M Michael Ferri)
Romeo Marasigan (Kathleen Cabbera)
Dorothy Pizzo (Loving Family)
Paul Russo (Fran Gucciardo)
John Barbier (Julia Stevens)
Robert R. Keighron (Joe Barreca)
Carol Noto (M/M John Calcagnile)
Thomas O’Brien (Cathy & Tom Napolitano)
Sean Tallon (Margaret Butler)

Sunday, November 4, 2018
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Amato & Sannino Families (Rachele Sannino)
Joan & Richard Orban (Jane Orban)
John DeRiso (Rachele Sannino)
James Lynch & Family (D’Amelio Family)
For The Parishioners

The Altar Bread & Wine for this week are donated in memory of Edward Vinceguerra, requested by Andrew & Linda Mastrangelo &
Family.

Daylight Savings Time Ends
next Sunday, November 4th,
so remember to set your
clocks back one hour before
bed next Saturday evening!

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Amado Araneta,
Daniel Campion, Baby Canzoneri, Sally Capoziello, Shang Cheng, Marge D’Auria, Mary Ann
D’Angelo, Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito,
Virginia DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers,
Jean Fochetta, Dennis Giammalvo, John Joseph Gleeson,
John Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez,
Elizabeth Isolano, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan,
James Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt,
Cindy Maione, Barbara Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs,
Michael Palermo, Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Joseph Questore, Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith, Remington Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay,
Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the
Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one).
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife together, or a family name is also acceptable. Having a
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all
year long at God’s Altar. Please stop in at the Rectory
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in
the Purgatorial Society. The next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, November 30, 2018.

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd
Saturday of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after
the 9AM Mass. Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of life.
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“Don’t Cry Because It’s Over,
Smile Because It Happened”
I’m not sure who first penned these words, but I’m sure they are the sentiments of those
who are long time parishioners of Saint Helen parish. Msgr. Pfeiffer’s departure to Douglaston
for assisted living will leave the parish without the presence of its pastor emeritus. Msgr.
Pfeiffer is a wealth of historical knowledge for the parish and a testament of priestly ministry
spanning seven decades. Many parishioners will be impacted by his moving on, especially
those attending the 8.00 AM Mass every Sunday.

His departure will also be felt by those who sought him for confession and the advice that
comes with wisdom and age. He will surely be missed, but at the same time, I am comforted
by the fact that he will receive the care he so deserves.
Msgr.’s departure will impact the scheduling of Masses for the clergy. Church law permits a priest to offer three Masses on a Sunday, and additional Masses in extreme pastoral
circumstances. Currently, there are two priests now assigned to the parish and six Sunday
Masses, so you can say, things are covered. But one would have to imagine if one of the two
priests were to become sick or unable to say Mass, everything would be left to one priest. At
this point in time, there will be no change in the Mass schedule, but you can imagine that a
personnel change could greatly impact scheduling. I do not foresee this occurring in the near
future. However, as someone who is always looking ahead to the long term future, the realm
of possibility of one priest being assigned to Saint Helen is not an impossibility. Just look
across the boulevard! Hence, the increase in seating capacity within the church begins to
make more sense.
Msgr.’s departure has impacted the regular day off (RDO) for Fr. Lukasz. Fr Lukasz will
now have Friday as his day off; my RDO is Wednesday. Priests get a day off? Yes! It’s written
in the Law of the Church, and the particular law (Diocesan policy) states an RDO should be
an overnight. For your information, both your parish priests are lawbreakers (we rarely, if ever,
get the full day off.) Very often, an RDO is interrupted by something that requires our attention. Both Fr. Lukasz and I do not see these interruptions as inconvenient, but a reality of life.
Therefore, both of us remain fluid to our RDOs and take time when possible.

For those of you who believe priests should not get a day off, let me ask, “What planet
do you live on?” Priests are people who have families and friends who like to spend time with
us. We rarely (if ever) get a chance to spend time with our friends and family who schedule
outings and gatherings on weekends, so we spend our day off in pursuit of our avocations
and quality time with those who are a part of our life.
As for Msgr., his move to the Immaculate Conception Center Residence for retired priests will
afford him the opportunity to say Mass each and every day, in an environment with his peers
who have also served many years as priests. This environment is equipped to have senior
priests still say Mass, even for those who are in wheelchairs. This is a testament to the efficacy of every Mass that is said, and the efficacy of every priest young or old. We pray for Msgr.
Pfeiffer as he makes this journey in his retirement, and may our prayer also be that more
young holy men answer the call to God’s Holy Priesthood.
Fr. Colamaria

For those who wish to stay in touch with Msgr. Pfeiffer, his new address is: Rev. Msgr. Joseph Pfeiffer,
Bishop Mugavero Residence, 7200 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11362.
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Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to register
as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism. Registration is easily done at the
parish office anytime during business hours.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain
a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen.
Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children who have already been born will normally
take place on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each month from
10:00AM–12:00PM. Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment.
Upcoming Mornings of Preparation Required Before a Baptism (All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the Msgr.
McGinness Room): November 11 & 25—December 9.
Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms (All begin at 2:00PM): November 11 & 25—December 9.

The St. Vincent de Paul Group of St. Helen
Parish would like to express our gratitude
to the Knights of Columbus Long Island
Council #197. We are grateful for the very
generous donation of four large, overstuffed boxes of food which they delivered
to our food pantry. Their kindness to the needy is appreciated.

Can You Spare A Pair?

“Socktober” is once again here!
Please consider contributing some new socks
(and underwear) for the men at the St. Anthony
Shelter in the Bronx. You may leave them in the
box in the vestibule of the Church. Thank you.

Volunteers Needed!
St. Helen Parish would like to begin a new ministry which will benefit our elderly and
homebound parishioners. This ministry is known as Witnesses of Mercy, a program
developed by Catholic Charities.
Our goal is to create a group of trained volunteers who will have close personal contact
with parishioners who are unable to leave their homes due to illness or age. This will be done by visits or
by telephone. We will be the link between the parish and the parishioners so that all needed information
can be shared by both. This will let the affected parishioners know they have not been left on their own
and will have someone on which to rely.
We are looking for volunteers who are willing to put this kind of compassion and dedication into
their efforts. If you are interested in learning more about this new group, and all about the program, please
contact Patricia Rizzo McCabe at (917) 312-7072, or email her at goodrecords1@verizon.net.

ST. HELEN CATHOLIC ACADEMY

TENTH ANNUAL “OLD FASHIONED” CARD PARTY
DATE:
Friday, November 2, 2018
TIME:
7:00PM, Doors Open at 6:30PM
LOCATION: St. Helen Catholic Academy, Fr. Dooley Hall
Join us for an exciting evening filled with fun, laughter, and chances
to win a variety of prizes such as:
4 Tickets to Radio City Christmas Spectacular ~ Borgata Atlantic City Getaway ~ $500 in Cash
Designer Pocketbooks ~ Jewelry ~ Televisions ~ Electronics ~ Holiday Baskets ~ Housewares ~ and much more…
Tickets are $20 per person. Included in this price are: admission, two free Bingo games, a chance to win door
prizes, snacks, soda, cake, coffee and tea. Additional Bingo cards will be sold along with raffles for prizes.
Bring your friends, food and drinks. Thank you for supporting St. Helen Catholic Academy’s Fundraiser
which helps bridge the gap between tuition and expenses.

For more information and tickets please call (718) 835-4155
St. Helen’s Support Group for the Physically Challenged meets the first and third Wednesday of every
month at 1:30PM in the Rectory meeting room. All are invited. For further information please call Joan at (718)
848-9173.
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Thanksgiving 2018 Food Collection For The Needy
NEXT WEEKEND: NOVEMBER 3RD & 4TH!
ITEMS REQUESTED:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast Cereal, Instant Oatmeal
Crackers and Cookies in Boxes
Fruits & Vegetables (canned or plastic)
Coffee, Tea, Hot Cocoa
Fruit Juices (Boxes, Plastic Bottles or Cans)
Granola Bars
Pasta in Boxes
Pasta Sauce in Cans or Plastic Jars
Peanut Butter & Jelly in Plastic Jars
Powdered Milk
Rice (White, Rice-A-Roni)
Rice Cakes
Soups of Any Kind
Tuna, Ham, Chicken (Canned)
Gift Cards from local Supermarkets
Cash & Checks

Envelopes will be provided at the doors
of the Church for monetary donations.

Thank you for your generosity!
Sponsored By:

St. Helen’s St. Vincent de Paul Group
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John’s
vision,
as described in the Book of Revelation, reminds me of Flannery
Monday, October 29, 2018
O’Connor’s short story, "Revelation." Mrs. Turpin, who
Eph 4:32—5:8; Lk 13:10-17
prides herself on her own propriety, has an unwelcome viToday’s passage from the letter to the
sion of all the folks she has deemed less than herself heading
Ephesians reads like a series of
toward heaven, and not in the stately manner she imagines
grandma’s samplers — Mom wisdom
that could be summed up, “Just get along such an entrance deserves, but “shouting and clapping and
leaping like frogs.” Amazing how we think we are so differfor goodness sake!” Living with two
Homiletic starters and
ent from others. And yet if one compares that imagined difscriptural boys and their pile of Lego blocks is a
ference to the difference between me and God ... well then,
reflection points for homely illustration of why world peace
each day of the month
isn’t yet. (“Be kind to one another.”) The no human is all that different from another. Not a bad thing
incessant cry of, “That’s mine!” (“Greed to remember as we gaze around at our fellow saints. We may
as well get used to each other — hopefully we will have
must not even be mentioned among you.”) And when they
are getting along and don’t know I’m listening. (“No obscen- eternity together. Holy God, I want to say, “Make me a
saint,” but that’s a bit scary; so instead I pray, “please
ity or silly or suggestive talk”) Thank goodness it’s more
make me want to be a saint.”
silly than suggestive at this point. Applying the lessons of
Scripture to family life is challenging. On the other hand,
Friday, November 2, 2018—All Souls
what better lessons are there? Jesus, Savior and Brother,
Wis 3:1-9; Rom 5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9; Mt 25:31:46
help us live as children of the light.
In a talk I heard more than a decade ago, John Carr, then
executive director for the U.S. Bishops’ Office of Justice,
Tuesday, October 30, 2018
Peace and Human Development, said that Matthew 25 is the
Eph 5:21-33; Lk 13:18-21
only place in the Gospels where we are told what we need to
Today’s first reading is what I call a “nudger.” Read a few
lines and watch husbands playfully nudge their wives. Read do to get to heaven. His assertion stuck with me. Even if it is
exaggerated a bit, one can’t deny that Jesus seems very clear
a few more lines and watch the wives nudge back. It’s a
tricky reading and if you will, please allow me to offer a bit about this message. Jesus identifies with those who are in
of advice to the preacher: Unless you are willing to do your need and judges those who could meet the need. Perhaps
homework, please don’t go there. You could do more harm there were implied exclusions, but I honestly can’t find
than good. Moving on to the Gospel, so what is the kingdom them. Nothing about the needy being one of our own or worthy or "legal." It is something to think about on this All
like? Small, unassuming beginnings that flourish into what
Souls Day. What life will bring us a sense of satisfaction as
none could have imagined. And note that good old Luke
does his parallel thing with an example of a man planting a we prepare to cross the great divide? Generous God, show
me the way to be a person for others.
seed and a woman leavening her bread. How lovely. We
don’t know when just a little effort at the right time in the
Saturday, November 3, 2018
right place will yield abundant blessings. Ever-living God,
Phil 1:18b-26; Lk 14:1, 7-11
give us the grace of mature faith, enlightened by scholarIn the last two years, I have been blest to travel: Costa Rica,
ship, inspired by the saints of all times and places.
Florida, India, Jordan, Rome, Alaska. There are things that
make for a good journey, whether to another place or that
Wednesday, October 31, 2018
universal journey through life. The first is obviously preparaEph 6:1-9; Lk 13:22-30
Over the years our children have worn all sorts of Halloween tion — one needs Documents, reservations and arrangements
made for those at home. Unfortunately, those who are best at
masks. A parent’s prayer is that, at the end of the day, they
will take them off. You see, none of us is an angel or a devil; preparation may not have another necessary mindset to make
the difference between a terrible time and a great one —
a super hero or one of the walking dead; perfect beyond
needing help or flawed beyond the help helping. We are put flexibility. Things happen: changes in weather, canceled
flights, miscommunications. Traveling light is necessary.
on this Earth to discover our true face and that true face rePerhaps as important as any is the sense of wonder. I try to
veals something of the divine. When that true face remains
remember that I’m sitting in a chair and flying! Finally, it
masked by pain, addiction, desperation, fear, disappointhelps to decide it’s okay if others are first or get the best
ment, unreasonable expectations, then that one and only
beautiful face may never be discovered. And this is a trage- seats or whatever. When I can manage this attitude, I see
dy, first because the world is poorer if that unique face of the fellow travelers as something more than competition —
divine is never revealed. And also because, when we finally maybe even the person who will make the journey all the
meet our God, we may hear, “You aren’t the person I created more delightful. God of all peoples in all places, give me
you to be … I don’t know you.” Creator God, we pray, strip the grace to be mindful of others and welcome all you
us of all that is not of you.
place on my path.

THIRTIETH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

◆

Thursday, November 1, 2018—All Saints
Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12a

