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Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Sunday, September 30, 2018

Josephine & Dominick Calastro (Daughter, Marilyn)
Andreina Colarullo (Delano Family)
John DeRiso (Vita & Paul)
Francesco Storti (Vallely & Mihaila Family)
For The Parishioners

Monday, October 1, 2018 St. Therese
9:00AM

Catherine Schiavone (Casillo Family)

Tuesday, October 2, 2018 Holy Guardian Angels
9:00AM

John DeRiso (Connie Camelliri)

Wednesday, October 3, 2018
9:00AM

Encarnacion Garcia (Nena Garcia)

Thursday, October 4, 2018 St. Francis of Assisi

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for the
baptism of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

9:00AM Romualdo Cabrera (Kathleen Cabrera)

Friday, October 5, 2018
9:00AM

Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos

Gloria LaFauci (Loving Family)

Saturday, October 6, 2018 St. Bruno & Bl. Marie Rose Durocher

9:00AM

Loretta Barnes (Joan DeRiso)
John DeRiso (Carmel Macagnone-Cutugno)
Dorothy Pizzo (Loving Family)
Nestor Rodriguez (Ruben Family)
Luis Tirado (M/M Michael Tretola)
John Barbier (Liz & Richie DeFrank)
Angelo DeMarco (Maria Estremo)
Mario Molina (Jenifer Aquino)
Carol L. Noto (Michele Robbins)
In Honor of St. Jude (Mary Pocorobba)

5:00PM

Sunday, October 7, 2018
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Luciano Sannino (Rachele Sannino)
Margaret Dulisse (Joseph Barreca & Family)
John DeRiso (Joseph Barreca)
Michael Catanese (Frank Salvati)
For The Parishioners

The Altar Bread for this week is donated in
memory of Josephine & Dominick Calastro, requested by their loving daughter.

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE

We would like to thank Elaine Lazzeri, who kept the
statue this past week. Anyone interested in keeping
the statue in their home and praying for vocations for
one week should contact the Rectory.

Are you new to St. Helen Parish? If so, please
remember to stop in and register your family!

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Amado Araneta,
Baby Canzoneri, Sally Capoziello, Shang Cheng,
Marge D’Auria, Mary Ann D’Angelo, Patrick
Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi,
Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jean Fochetta,
Dennis Giammalvo, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce
Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth
Isolano, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, James
Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy
Maione, Barbara Miller, Jane Orban, Angela OttomanelliHubbs, Michael Palermo, Sebastian Panasci, Santo
Pantina, Joseph Questore, Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi,
John Secreti, Patrick Smith, Remington Stafford, Michael
Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul
Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

John J. Barone, Sally Kabel,
Marie Russo, Nicola Ciro Vertucci

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the
Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one).
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife together, or a family name is also acceptable. Having a
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all
year long at God’s Altar. Please stop in at the Rectory
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in
the Purgatorial Society. The next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, October 26, 2018.

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd
Saturday of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after
the 9AM Mass. Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of life.
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Adult Confirmation and Becoming Catholic
Any adult who has not received the Sacraments of Confirmation or Eucharist and desires to do so,
please contact the Rectory to set an appointment with Father Colamaria.
Any Adult who is curious about becoming Catholic, or to be received into the Church, is invited to
contact the Parish office at 718-738-1616.
Any and all questions about Adult Sacraments can be made at any time, but September is an
important deadline for the beginning of class in October for Sacraments to be received in 2019.

The Blessing of the Animals for the
Feast of St. Francis will take place on
Thursday, October 4th at 6:00PM in
front of the Church.
St. Helen’s Holy Name Society will
present the Fatima film, “The 13th
Day,” on Saturday, October 20th
following the 5PM Mass. Everyone is
invited.

Can You Spare A Pair?

“Socktober” is once again here!
Please consider contributing some socks (and
underwear) for the men at the St. Anthony Shelter in the Bronx. You may leave them in the box
in the vestibule of the Church. Thank you.

Join the Rosarians to pray the LIVING
ROSARY on Saturday, October 6th, after
the 5PM Mass in the Rectory yard. All are
invited to come, pray a Hail Mary and light
a candle. Take part in this beautiful devo-

Everyone is invited to Our Lady of Grace Parish (100-05 159th Ave.) for a
study of Bishop Robert Barron’s Catholicism: The Pivotal Players
(Volume 1), a film series that showcases a handful of saints, artists, mystics and
scholars, who not only shaped the life of the Church, but changed the course of
western civilization. Each session will include a 30 minute film screening, and a 60
minute small groups discussion. This Fall series (Part 1) will be held Thursday
evenings from 7:00-8:45PM starting October 11th through November 29th. Part
2 of this study will run in 2019. There is a $25 fee for the course, which will be
used to purchase your study guide. To register, or for more information please contact Joe Canzoneri at catholi-

Faith Lab
The new endeavor of Faith Lab is underway here at the parish. Faith Lab is a meeting of adults
exploring our Catholic Faith through questions, discussion, and various topics. Faith Lab takes place
Tuesday mornings in the rectory after the 9:00AM Mass. All adults in the parish are invited. Topics
and questions can vary from Scripture, Tradition, Liturgy Dogma, or Church History. With the success
of this endeavor, Faith Lab will continue into the winter and spring with evening sessions.
We are inviting parishioners to participate by attending Faith Lab sessions and through
the submission of topics for discussion. If you so desire, you may submit a question or topic
for discussion using this form. We will use these questions or topics in the Autumn and save
them for the Spring session as well. You may place this form in the collection basket or drop
it off at the rectory, and if you so desire your questions can remain anonymous.

Topic or question for Faith Lab:
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd. Seniors aged 60 and older are invited
to become members. Activities and services are offered Monday-Friday from 9:00AM to 4:00PM. For further
information, contact Rosalie at 718-738-8100.
Mondays
9:30-10:30AM:
Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman
10:45-11:45AM:
Chair Aerobics with Charlie Roemer
Tuesdays
9:30-10:30AM:
Movement Exercise with Millie
1:00PM:
Dancing to a DJ with Refreshments
Wednesdays
10:00-11:00AM:
Zumba with Elaine
10:30-11:30AM:
Adult Coloring Classes
1:00-3:00PM:
Karaoke By Fernando
Thursdays
9:30-10:30AM:
Movement Exercise with Millie
9:30-11:30AM:
Art Classes with a certified teacher
12:30-2:30PM:
Art Classes with a certified teacher
Fridays
9:30-10:30AM:
Cardio Exercise with Dwayne
10:00-11:30AM:
Introduction to Sign Language
10:30-11:30AM:
Yoga with Charlie Roemer

St. Helen’s Support Group for the
Physically Challenged meets the first
and third Wednesday of every month at
1:30PM in the Rectory meeting room.
All are invited. For further information
please call Joan at (718) 848-9173.

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time

The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in the Church at 6:30PM every Wednesday. The group prays for
our Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence (both domestic and civil) and
the persecution of Christians throughout the world. All parishioners are invited to
join us. We welcome anyone willing to lead a decade of the Rosary in a language
other than English.

Policies Regarding Infant Baptism at St. Helen Parish
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to register as
members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism. Registration is easily done at the parish
office anytime during business hours.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain a letter from the
parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen. Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for
their children will normally take place on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:30AM–12:30PM.

OCTOBER—NOVEMBER, 2018
Mornings of Preparation: (Required Before a Baptism. All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the Msgr. McGinness
Room): October 14 & 28 — November 11 & 25
Schedule for Baptisms: (All begin at 2:00PM): October 14 & 28 — November 11 & 25
Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment.

St. Helen’s Order of Franciscan Seculars

invites everyone to join us on
Wednesday, October 3, 2018
at 7:30PM
for a Prayer Service to commemorate
the Transitus of St. Francis.
The Transitus is a Franciscan devotion
remembering the passing of St. Francis from death
unto life with God the Father. In attendance this year
will be some of the Franciscan Brothers of Brooklyn.
“I glorified you on earth by accomplishing
the work that you gave me to do.
Now glorify me, Father, with you.” John 17:4

The Kiwanis Club of Howard Beach
Presents
The Fabulous Acchords!
A Doo Wop Extravaganza and a Night of Entertainment with Music From The 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2018
Fr. Dooley Hall from 6:30-11:30PM (Doors open at 6PM)
$60.00 Per Person (Table of 10: $50 Per Person)
Ticket includes hot buffet, soft drinks, coffee & dessert
(to be served during intermission)—BYOB
For more information call
Stephen at (917) 209-3336 or Dino at (646) 401-2805
Checks payable to: Kiwanis Club of Howard Beach, and
should be mailed to:
Dino Bono, 16415 84th St., Howard Beach, NY 11414
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One of
the
things I
appreciate most about the book of Job is his no-holdsbarred relationship with God. He feels free to pour his
heart out to God — all the grief, all the anger, all the pain.
Job speaks for all of us when he shakes his fist at God and
cries, “Why is this happening to me? Why?” The psalmists, also, were able to freely express their anger, their
cries of anguish, their impatience, their pain, and their
longing for answers to God. Where are you, God? Where
are you when children die at school? When a baby is diagnosed with a life-threatening disease? When a hurricane
devastates an entire island? When the test results come
back positive? When people suffer because of war, famine
and government policy? God, where are you? And why
do you allow your children to suffer so? Hear our cries,
O God, for ourselves and for the world.

TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday, October 1, 2018
Jb 1:6-22; Lk 9:46-50
Job is a decent, honest, faithful man
who “feared God and turned away from
evil.” He’s also quite wealthy; he has
thousands of sheep, donkeys, oxen and
Homiletic starters and camels plus enough servants to care for
scriptural
reflection points for them. He’s married and has ten chileach day of the month dren. But one day everything that could
go wrong does go wrong. The animals
are stolen. The servants are killed. The sheep are hit by
lightning. And Job’s children die when a big wind blows
the house down on top of them. It is Job’s response to all
this tragedy that sets him apart. In a formal display of
grief, Job tears his robe, cuts off his hair, and says, “The
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed by the
name of the Lord!” In the midst of unimaginable tragedy, Friday, October 5, 2018
Job is still able to praise God. Even when we are devas- Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Lk 10:13-16
God’s response out of the whirling storm is one of the
tated, O God, you are still God.
most powerful pieces of poetry in the Bible. As you read
this passage, think of a voice like James Earl Jones or MaTuesday, October 2, 2018
ya Angelou: Have you commanded the morning? Have
Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Mt 18:1-5, 10
Our readings this week skip the second chapter of Job, in you walked in the depths of the sea? Have you comprehended the breadth of the earth? What is the way to the
which more tragedy is heaped on Job. On top of all the
other tragedies that have happened, Job contracts leprosy. dwelling place of light? In other words, Job, just who do
you think you are? Did you create the world? What do
He’s covered from head to toe with scaly, itchy sores.
you know about running a world? It’s not about you! Like
This contagious, disfiguring, miserable disease also
Moses before the burning bush or Isaiah in the temple,
makes him an outcast in the community. His wife urges
him to curse God, but he simply cannot do it. Instead, Job Job is humbled before the awesome mystery and majesty
of God. He begins to understand that the world doesn’t
sits on a dung heap on the edge of town and pours his
heart out to God with gut-wrenching honesty: Where are revolve around him. He is not the center of the universe.
Job begins to understand that God’s ways are not our
you, God? Why are you allowing this to happen? Even
though this story is hundreds of years old, Job’s suffering ways, and that we cannot understand everything. When
we have more questions than answers, divine Wisdom,
makes it relevant in our time and place. We’ve all been
where Job is, at one time or another, or we know someone may we know your presence.
who has. Job’s questions are our questions. O God, like
Saturday, October 6, 2018
Job, we too seek answers when we are suffering.
Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Lk 10:17-24
The final chapter of the book of Job gives an account of
Wednesday, October 3, 2018
the rest of Job’s life. Job humbles himself before God and
Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Lk 9:57-62
prays for his not-so-helpful friends. His fortune is restored
Three of Job’s friends come to visit him, supposedly to
— and then some! He and his wife have ten more children
comfort and console him. At first, Eliphaz, Bildad, and
and Job lives long enough to see his great, great, great
Zophar don’t say a word. That’s probably the best thing
they could have done: simply sit with Job in his suffering. grandchildren. Sometimes I wish the book ended with
But after a week, they begin making long-winded speech- Job’s final speech, not because I want Job to continue sufes in which they try to explain to Job why he is suffering. fering, but because we know that many tragedies do not
They tell him he must have done something to deserve all have a fairy tale ending. And even though Job’s suffering
this tragedy. Job pleads his innocence again and again to is over, we only have to read the newspaper or watch the
news to know that suffering never goes away. The chalhis wife and his friends. In today’s reading, Job reminds
himself (and his friends) of God’s utter greatness and oth- lenge is how to keep living when there is not (and won’t
be) a happy ending, when things don’t get better. Help us
erness: God moves mountains, commands the sun,
stretches out the heavens, creates the constellations. Like remember, God of the universe, that no matter what we
◆
the psalmist, Job wonders why such a majestic God would may suffer, we never suffer alone.
even listen to him. Majestic God, you are far more than
we can know or describe and yet, you care for us.

Thursday, October 4, 2018
Jb 19:21-27; Lk 10:1-12

