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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
Sunday, August 5, 2018
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Margaret & Vincent Tucci
Anthony John Ciaccio (Michele DeRiso)
John DeRiso (Zena Basin)
Gorycki & Kowalewski Family (Helen Repstad)
For The Parishioners

Monday, August 6, 2018 Transfiguration of the Lord
9:00AM

Anthony, Lena & Maris Maragioglio (Loving Family)

Tuesday, August 7, 2018 Sts. Sixtus II & Cajetan
9:00AM

Aida Clarke (Joanne Corso)

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for the
baptism of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

Wednesday, August 8, 2018 St. Dominic
9:00AM

Casimir Szatkowski (Loving Family)

Thursday, August 9, 2018 St. Teresa Benedicta
9:00AM Denis Hanley (Louis DeCrescenzo)

Friday, August 10, 2018
9:00AM

St. Lawrence

Butler Family (Margaret Butler)

Saturday, August 11, 2018 St. Clare
9:00AM

Tilda Amari (Cecilia Quaranta)
Giovanni Ariola (Antoinette & Sal Tufano)
Gloria & Joseph Porto (Justina Porto)
Nestor Rodriguez (Ruben Family)
Chris Christodoulou (DiPietra Family)
Jacqueline DeLeuil (Margaret Butler)
William DiPietra (Loving Family)
Ralph Facciolo, Jr. (Natalie & Rob Carbone)
Carole Sangetti (Frank & Diana Vasquez)

5:00PM

Sunday, August 12, 2018
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

George & Claire Cox
Robert Pelliccione (Luisa & Jeff Karoly)
DeMartino & Auriemma Family (Loving Family)
George Miller (Laura Amato)
For The Parishioners

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Amado Araneta, Baby
Canzoneri, Sally Capoziello, Shang Cheng, Marge
D’Auria, Mary Ann D’Angelo, Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler,
Mary Divers, Jean Fochetta, Dennis Giammalvo,
John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy,
Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri &
Baby Tristan, James Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William
J. Litt, Cindy Maione, Barbara Miller, Jane Orban, Angela
Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Sebastian Panasci,
Santo Pantina, Joseph Questore, Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith, Remington Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul
Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

Paul Russo

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the
Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one).
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife together, or a family name is also acceptable. Having a
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all
year long at God’s Altar. Please stop in at the Rectory
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in
the Purgatorial Society. The next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, August 31 2018.

The Altar Bread for this week is donated
in memory of Giuseppe Burriesci, requested
by Richie & Liz DeFrank.
Are you new to St. Helen Parish? If so, please
remember to stop in at the Rectory to register
your family!

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE

We would like to thank Elaine Lazzeri,
who kept the statue this past week. Anyone
interested in keeping the statue in their
home and praying for vocations for one
week should contact the Rectory.
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The Suggestion/Complaint Box
Recently, a suggestion-box was placed at the front door of the Church, a plain wooden box with no opening
and a sign that said Suggestion/Complaint box. That’s it! This was intentional.
Some people smirked and got the joke. Others suggested to me that the box needs an opening… good suggestion. Others went about complaining and/or insinuating that I was fooling them; I know because others spoke to
me about what others are saying.
The point of the box is simple… if you have a complaint or a suggestion please come to me. I enjoy conversation, even conversations that may be disagreeable. I do not pretend to have all the answers nor do I want to; I leave
that to almighty God. Collaboration and cooperation deserves a frank conversation that can be had by any and all.
Some people are more comfortable writing their thoughts and feeling on paper, so be it, just sign the letter! Others
prefer a face to face conversation or a group conversation. I do that all the time, just call and make an appointment!
These conversations can be fruitful, because I hear another point of view, and similarly, my point of view is expressed.
The fact of the matter is, a conversation is what I am looking for. Gossip, back-talking, and beauty parlor
conversations accomplish nothing! So, for those who disagree with my modus operandi in solving matters and prefer to anonymously share their ideas, or who prefer to gossip or express ideas to everyone but the person that matters… then you accomplish the same end as the box; sitting idle and filled with stagnant air!
Fr. Colamaria

N.Y. State Senator Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. invites you to the Annual

Arnie Mig Memorial Big Band Concert
Co-Sponsored by
NYS Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato
and Brady & Marshak, Attorneys at Law

Music Staff Swing Orchestra

Thursday, August 30th
7:00-10:00PM

in St. Helen’s Parking Lot
In case of rain, it will be held in Fr. Dooley
Hall. Please bring your own chair!
For more information contact Senator Addabbo’s Howard Beach office at 718-738-1111
St. Helen will
share in the profits! For each car,
truck or van, running or not, The
Society of St. Vincent de Paul will
give back to our
Church $50/$100
per vehicle. Call
The Society today
if you have a vehicle to donate!

Every once in a while it’s good to make a
plug for those who do favors! There is a
young woman in the parish I have often
called upon to professionally photograph
major events at the parish. Some of her photos have been used on the parish website and are also part
of the parish archives. Her pursuit of photography has led
her to having her own professional photography business.
I (Fr. Colamaria) highly recommend her expertise. Her
contact information: Nicole Balbone, Nic Bal Photography (718-916-2983). Her website is:
www.nicbalphotography.com, and her email is
nicbalphotography@gmail.com.
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New Family Religious Education Registration for 2018-2019

Our program consists of Eight Religious Education grades: Kindergarten through 7th Grade
We are now registering children for the 2018-2019 school year. You may pick up a registration form at the Religious
Education Office located in the St. Helen’s Academy school building. The registration fee is $75 for one child and
$100 for two or more children in the same family for registrations received up to and including 7/20/2018. The
registration fee for forms received after 7/20/18 is $100 for one child and $125 for two or more children in the
same family. If the child was baptized at a Church other than St. Helen, you will need a copy of your child's Baptismal Certificate. If you do not have one available, you should contact the rectory of the Church where your child was
baptized. It takes a couple of weeks to process a Baptismal Certificate at most parishes. Place your request now so
your registration for our program will not be delayed. If you have any concerns or questions please contact us at 718
-916-2319. Re-registration for those enrolled in the current year was sent home.

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in the Church at
6:30PM every Wednesday. The group prays for our
Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence (both domestic and civil) and the persecution of Christians
throughout the world. All parishioners are invited to join
us. We welcome anyone willing to lead a decade of the
Rosary in a language other than English.

St. Helen’s Support Group for the Physically Challenged meets the first and third Wednesday of every
month at 1:30PM in the Rectory meeting room. All are invited. For further information please call Joan at (718) 848
-9173.
The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after the 9AM
Mass. Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of
life.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd. Seniors aged 60 and older are invited
to become members. Activities and services are offered Monday-Friday from 9:00AM to 4:00PM. For further
information, contact Rosalie at 718-738-8100.
Mondays
9:30-10:30AM:
Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman
10:45-11:45AM:
Chair Aerobics with Charlie Roemer
Tuesdays
9:30-10:30AM:
Movement Exercise with Millie
1:00PM:
Dancing to a DJ with Refreshments
Wednesdays
10:00-11:00AM:
Zumba with Elaine
10:30-11:30AM:
Adult Coloring Classes
1:00-3:00PM:
Karaoke By Fernando
Thursdays
9:30-10:30AM:
Movement Exercise with Millie
9:30-11:30AM:
Art Classes with a certified teacher
12:30-2:30PM:
Art Classes with a certified teacher
Fridays
9:30-10:30AM:
Cardio Exercise with Dwayne
10:00-11:30AM:
Introduction to Sign Language
10:30-11:30AM:
Yoga with Charlie Roemer

Policies Regarding Infant Baptism at St. Helen Parish
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to register
as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism. Registration is easily done at the
parish office anytime during business hours.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain a letter
from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen.
Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children will normally take place on the second Wednesday of
each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:30AM–12:30PM.

AUGUST—SEPTEMBER, 2018
Mornings of Preparation
Required Before a Baptism:

(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and
continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room)
August 12 & 26 — September 9 & 23

Schedule for Baptisms:
(All begin at 2:00PM)
August 12 & 26
September 9 & 23

Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment.
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Pilgrimage to the National Shrine
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Middletown, NY

sponsored by St. Helen’s Rosary Ministry

Wednesday, October 10, 2018
Departing St. Helen’s at 8:00AM
Returning by 5:30PM
$40.00 for Rosarians — $50.00 Non-Rosarians
Included: Continental Breakfast & Hot Lunch
and a donation to the Shrine
For more information, or to make a reservation call:
Agnes Cummings 917-716-5898

Pass on the Good News!

What Good News? – The Good News of Jesus Christ and our Catholic Faith!

This fall over 400 children, kindergarten through 7th grade, will sign up to learn
more about Jesus and our Catholic faith. You can help them learn and grow in faith
by becoming a catechist for the St. Helen’s Faith Formation Program. With classes offered Monday
evenings, as well as Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, you are almost sure to find a time that fits
your schedule. As you nurture the faith of our young, you will learn and grow as well! As one long-time
catechist put it, “I learn so much from the children!” We provide you with training, materials and support.
Classes begin September 24th. If interested, or for more information, please contact Ms. Haiffa
Vizoso, Director of Religious Education at the St. Helen’s Religious Education Office: 718-916-2319.
Holy Child Jesus Teen Drama Group will be performing 42nd Street, August 9th at 7PM, August
10th & 11th at 8PM, and August 12th at 3PM. For
tickets and more information, please call (718) 8471860. Performances will be in the Msgr. Murray Auditorium, located at 111-02 86th Avenue, Richmond
Hill, NY.

You are invited to
Pray the Family Rosary
THURSDAY EVENINGS
IN CHURCH
7:00-7:30PM

Memorials Available
Many times people come to the Rectory inquiring about memorials they can give to a family who has lost a
loved one. The following are available:

•
•
•
•

Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Altar Candles or the Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one for one week
($50.00 each).
Votive Candles for one year ($100.00).
A leaf permanently placed on the Tree of Life ($350.00).
A plaque permanently placed on the Anniversary Wall ($350.00).
For further information, you may either call or visit the Rectory.
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"But
who do
you say
that I am?" It’s not an easy question to answer, is it? The
Jesus I know fed thousands on a hillside, not because they
believed all the “right” things, but because they were hungry. The Jesus I know didn’t mince words when it came
to injustice or corruption or religious hypocrisy. The Jesus
I know reached out to the outcasts of his day — even if it
meant breaking the rules of purity and religious tradition.
The Jesus I know modeled extravagant grace and radical
compassion, mercy and love for the least and the lost. The
Jesus I know challenged bigotry and hatred in the name of
religion and expands my understanding of who God
loves. “Who do you say that I am?” For those of us who
claim to follow Jesus, this is the question we are challenged to keep answering throughout our lives. Lord Jesus, help us to know and follow you.

EIGHTEENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
Monday, August 6, 2018

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mk 9:2-10

What a moment! First Jesus is transformed in some eye-popping, dazzling
way. The disciples see him talking to
Moses and Elijah, Hebrew leaders
Homiletic starters and who’d been dead for hundreds of years.
scriptural
reflection points for And then the cloud came. It enveloped
each day of the month them. It surrounded them. And it spoke
to them, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.” What an amazing, inspiring, frightening moment! And just like that, it’s over. Such moments don’t
last. Such glimpses of glory come and go. Maybe it’s a
starry sky or the first crocus of spring. Maybe it’s the moment you held your son or daughter for the first time.
Maybe it’s a loved one’s final moments. It’s hard to describe, but you’re aware of God’s presence and you know
Friday, August 10, 2018
you’ll never be the same. Open our eyes, mysterious
God, to the many moments of glory all around us.
2 Cor 9:6-10; Jn 12:24-26
In the Bible, God is described in many ways: Lord, Rock,
Tuesday, August 7, 2018
Refuge, Shepherd, Judge. But first and foremost, God is a
Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Mt 14:22-36
Giver, a giver who gives us the gift of life. As creatures
Most of our fears are grounded in the unfamiliar, the un- created in God’s image, we are therefore created to be
known, all the “what ifs” we cannot possibly answer.
givers. And so the people of God are commanded, adWhat if I’ve made the wrong decision about this job?
monished and encouraged to give. Give of the abundance
What if my baby has a serious health problem? What if
God gives us — time, skills, talents and yes, money. For
my marriage falls apart? Our fears can also be things we Paul, generosity is not a choice to be made; generosity is a
know and simply don’t like: spiders, snakes, heights, the
mark of our identity in Christ. Generosity becomes who
dark, flying. Peter apparently wasn’t afraid to leave the
boat; it’s only when the winds began to blow that he pan- we are, not what we do. Great giving God, grant us a
icked. Jesus reached out to him and reassured him that he spirit of cheerful generosity as we grow in our giving.
would not sink. Like Peter, we are always moving beSaturday, August 11, 2018
tween trusting confidence and fearful despair. Faith in
Hb 1:12—2:4; Mt 17:14-20
God’s presence doesn’t take away our fears or make us
Really, Jesus? A teeny tiny bit of faith can move a mounimmune to the storms of life, but God is always there to
tain? Okay, so maybe Jesus is exaggerating a little here.
calm our fears. Be our sure foundation when we are
We usually hear his words as criticism, because we know
afraid, O God Most Holy.
all too well that many things we work and hope and pray
Wednesday, August 8, 2018
for never happen. Illnesses are not cured, relationships
Jer 31:1-7; Mt 15:21-28
falter, people are still hungry, and peace seems impossiThis is one of those passages I would have left out of the ble. It seems that Jesus is telling us our faith is not strong
Bible if I’d been the one in charge of making such decienough. But perhaps Jesus’ response to his disciples is not
sions. This Jesus does not sound like the Jesus we sing
meant to imply that they are lacking. Is it possible that
about when we sing, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” Jesus is suggesting that they already have the faith they
Jesus’ first reaction to this Canaanite woman’s desperate seek? Maybe Jesus could see something in them that they
pleas is to say he was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. In other words, this Gentile, foreign wom- could not see: faith enough to move mountains. For faith,
trust and confidence, O God, we pray.
an is beyond the scope of Jesus’ ministry. When she refuses to leave, Jesus ignores her. And then he insults her
by essentially calling her a dog. Brave and fierce, the
woman then challenges Jesus, saying that even dogs get
crumbs. Finally, Jesus commends her faith and assures
◆
her that her daughter has been healed. For faith that
makes us courageous and open to all your people, we
pray.

Thursday, August 9, 2018
Jer 31:31-34; Mt 16:13-23

