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Second Sunday of Lent
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Sunday, February 25, 2018

Maria Sannino (Rachele Sannino)
Mary J. Corrigan (Will & Mary Jo Vendittelli)
Alice DeBonis (Carmen Pagan)
Salvatore Fasulo (Anna Fasulo)
For The Parishioners

Monday, February 26, 2018
9:00AM

Anna Magliulo (Dina & Frank Bruno)

Tuesday, February 27, 2018
9:00AM
7:30PM

Dorothy Pizzo (Thomas & Valeria Casillo)
Michael Zwosta (Jo-Ann & Phyllis Leccese)

Wednesday, February 28, 2018
9:00AM

Stephen Petroglia (Loving Wife & Family)

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for thendbaptismth of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2 and 4 Sunday of the month (no Baptisms during Lent).
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

Thursday, March 1, 2018
9:00AM
7:30PM

Dominick Vendittelli (Mary Jo & Will Vendittelli)
Michael & Mary Leccese (Jo-Ann & Phyllis Leccese)

Friday, March 2, 2018
9:00AM

Angelina Romano (Nina Guerriero & Family)

Saturday, March 3, 2018
9:00AM

John Arcella (John & Joan DeRiso)
Mariet Varban (John & Joan DeRiso)
Maria Jose Ramos DeBarros (Rodriguez &
Patti Family)
William DiPietra (M/M Joseph Kerins & Family)
Laura Garr (Star Corrado)
John Viviano (Rachele Sannino)
James Zizza (Valerie DeCicco)

5:00PM

Sunday, March 4, 2018
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Claire Maltese (Vincent Vaiano)
William DiPietra (St. Helen Rel. Ed Catechists)
Anthony Purrchio (Ann Vetrano & Fran McCabe)
Maria & Giovanni Gagliano (Anna Fasulo)
For The Parishioners

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE:We would like to thank
Elaine Lazzeri, who has kept the statue for the past few weeks.
Anyone interested in keeping the statue in their home and praying for vocations for one week should contact the Rectory.

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time

The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular Franciscan
Fraternity, takes place in the Church at 6:30PM every Wednesday. The
group prays for our Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence (both
domestic and civil) and the persecution of Christians throughout the world.
All parishioners are invited to join us. We welcome anyone willing to lead
a decade of the Rosary in a language other than English.

Debbie Abbene, Sally Capoziello, Shang
Cheng, Marge D’Auria, Mary Ann D’Angelo,
Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia
DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jean
Fochetta, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce
Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth
Isolano, Keri & Baby Tristan, James Leung, Thomas &
Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy Maione, Barbara Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Joseph Questore, Ronald J.
Reid, Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick
Smith, Frank Spremulli, Remington Stafford, Michael
Tamburo, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John
Tremblay, Sr. Mariet Varban, Sr. Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

Nicholas Colavito, Angelina Dagostino
Angela D’Angelo-Tocco, Mariet Varban

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names of
loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each month. The
offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial Society is $120 per
name (a total of 12 Masses for one year will be said for your
loved one). Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife
together, or a family name is also acceptable. Having a Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the Scriptures
and will be a relief for those who desire to have their loved
ones remembered with prayers all year long at God’s Altar.
Please stop in at the Rectory if you are interested in having a
loved one enrolled in the Purgatorial Society. The next
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, March 23,
2018.

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd
Saturday of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after
the 9AM Mass. Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of life.

W naszej parafii ks. Łukasz może również służyć
pomocą w języku polskim.
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"Here I Am Lord, I Come To Do Your Will."
In this year of vocations, Bishop DiMarzio has requested that all parishes in the Diocese of Brooklyn participate in a year dedicated to prayer and awareness of vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
A few months ago, Father Lukasz shared his vocation story in the bulletin and in a few weeks I will share
mine. This week I want to share a few thoughts on vocations in general.
The Diocese recently implemented a number of programs to encourage vocations to the priesthood. One
of these programs, called Operation Andrew, is occasional meetings throughout the Diocese where men who
believe they are called to the priesthood have an opportunity to meet with the Bishop over prayer and dinner.
These meetings are an opportunity for young men to express their possible vocation in an informal setting
with other individuals who feel called to the priesthood. Another program is the Frassati group, which meets
at Cathedral Prep. The group is named after Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, a young man who inspired the
youth of his hometown in Italy to follow Christ. This group is a support for adolescents who express a desire
of a vocation to the priesthood. Programs and initiatives are a wonderful idea. They inspire, support, and nurture the early stages of a vocation. These programs are essential to the growth of vocations to the priesthood,
as these programs in many ways become the initial steps for a young man to express the unique call they
may feel deep within their soul.
Programs and initiatives are a good start, but a vocation to the priesthood initially develops within the
home. Very often people mention there is a vocation crisis. I am quick to answer... no, there is not! There is a
crisis of family! God has not suddenly stopped calling men to the priesthood. Unfortunately, there is in the
modern world a crisis of family that has affected the ability of young men to respond to the call of God; a
call that is not easily heard. The call of God to serve as one of His priests is not something easily discerned,
and it requires the example of a nurturing family. The modern crisis of broken families, families that do not
attend Church, and fathers who do not practice the faith is inherent to the vocation crisis. It takes a real man
to practice his faith and a strong man to be committed to a life of prayer. A good priest has at his core
the example of a father who is faithful. In fact, I would say a good husband has as his model...a good father.
To be a good father, whether spiritually or physically requires an example of fatherhood that knows sacrifice,
commitment, love, and dedication to family and faith.
When I applied to the seminary I was often asked, "Which priest inspired your vocation?" Now, a good
priest, is a good role model for anyone who is thinking about priesthood; and there were a few in my life.
But, the true inspiration to my vocation to priesthood came from my own dad. People are often shocked
when I say that. But my dad inspired me to be a man of faith; a man who was willing to have a family of his
own, but God had other plans! You see, a good priest is a man who can be a good father! He has at his
core the desire to care, nurture, and be prolific. That word prolific is defined as "productive, creative, inventive, and fertile". Every good father desires to be such! Every good father and good priest has at his core
these basic fundamentals, and in his own unique way commits his life in accomplishing this, according to the
will of God. It's not easy! It requires sacrifice and hard work, but when done out of love, it’s guaranteed to
bring about results. That ideal of love and sacrifice is what lacks in a majority of men in our modern era, thus
the crisis of family and priesthood.
Unfortunately, the modern era has produced a generation of "kidults" (a mixture of the word kid and
adult). These "kidults" are on the constant pursuit of fulfilling their own base desires; playing video games
well into their adulthood, spending an inordinate amount of time on a computer or in pursuit of having
the "nicest" car or body. Sacrifice, fatherhood, commitment are almost dirty words to such kidults. How do
vocations to the priesthood or fatherhood develop in such a culture? Well, it becomes rare! Now I'm not saying that everyone in this current generation falls into this category, but when we look at the statistics of marriage and those entering seminary we need to take pause and say something is going on! And that something
is not good!
Next time you hear in the petitions at Mass, that we pray for more young men to answer the call to
priesthood, let us not imagine that we are calling for an army of men to suddenly appear at the doorsteps of
the seminary. Our prayer must be focused on the root of priestly vocations; that is, good and holy fathers.
Strong and faithful dads who are willing to show their sons that sacrifice means providing for a family both
spiritually and physically. Our prayer should be that our young dads be joyfully prolific in faith and fatherhood, so that their sons grow up to be good and holy fathers. And if it is in the plan of God for that
young son to be His priest, he generously respond as any good father would, by saying "Here I am, I come to
do your will" .
Father Colamaria
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Come Join Us For A Tour Of

The Cathedral of
St. John The Divine
Wednesday, April 18, 2018
Bus departs at 9:30AM
Tour at 11:00AM

Lunch at Carmine’s Broadway
From 1:00-3:00PM
Bus returns to St. Helen after Lunch

$45.00 Rosarians — $50.00 Non-Rosarians

Call Agnes Cummings (917) 716-5898
This trip is sponsored by
St. Helen’s Rosary Ministry

You’re Invited
to Participate in CRS Rice Bowl!

Policies Regarding Infant Baptism at
St. Helen Parish

Throughout the world, despite a lack of economic
opportunity, young people pursue their dreams
by building businesses to better their lives. How
can you work to improve the lives of others this
Lent? How can you support those who are
forced to leave their homes to find safety or better opportunities? Visit crsricebowl.org for more
information.

Parents seeking Baptism for their children
who live within the territory of St. Helen
Parish are asked to register as members of
the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism. Registration is easily
done at the parish office anytime during
business hours.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who
live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to
obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen.
Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism
for their children will normally take place on the second
Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on
the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:30AM–
12:30PM.

Adult Confirmation
Any baptized Catholic adult who desires to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation is invited to the Adult Confirmation class, Tuesday, February
27th at 7.00 PM in the Rectory.
Requirements:
1. Must be a Baptized Catholic.
2. Must have been married in the Church (or)
single (any other marital situations may require a conversation with the priest).
*Divorce is not an automatic impediment to
the Sacraments!
3. Has a willingness to attend about ten 1-hour
sessions.
4. Is available to be confirmed on Sunday, May
20, 2018.

MARCH—APRIL, 2018
Mornings of Preparation Required Before a Baptism:
(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass
and continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room)

March 11 — April 22

Schedule for Baptisms: (All begin at 2:00PM)

March 11 — April 22

Please call 718-738-1616 for more information
and/or to schedule an appointment.
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man
who
failed to
notice the suffering Lazarus lying at his door. Lately I’ve
Monday, February 26, 2018
been especially conscious of another chasm — more of a
Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79; Lk 6:36-38
What you give, God will give you? What disconnect really — between what we profess and what we
apparently believe. Last July 4th National Public Radio
you do to others, God will do to you?
That sounds a little quid pro quo and not tweeted the U.S. Declaration of Independence in a series of
like the God that Jesus calls “Abba.” Or 113 consecutive posts. There were some who thought NPR
was criticizing the current government and even accused
Homiletic starters and could it be that this “measure for measthem of calling for revolution. I wonder if the same would
scriptural ure” indicates something more basic,
reflection points for
occur among our congregations if we tweeted the Gospel
more
intrinsic
to
the
human
makeup?
each day of the month
Expending energy gives us more energy. passage: “He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones
but lifted up the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good
Generosity makes us receptive to the
many gifts of this life. Honesty makes us more trusting. For- things; the rich he has sent away empty.” Do we even hear
ourselves when we sing the song of Mary? God of justice
giving others helps us accept forgiveness and even forgive
and mercy, give me the grace to believe what I profess and
ourselves. Loving opens us to love. We’re made in God’s
image to be like God — offering not grudging little trickles act on what I believe. Amen
of mercy, but gushing waterfalls, testifying to the abundance, the bounty, of God. Creator God, you who made us Friday, March 2, 2018
in your image and know us completely, give us the grace this Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
We have six kids. All have taken private lessons of various
day to reach farther, dig deeper, listen longer, and love
sorts — piano, horseback riding, oboe, karate, violin, swimwithout measure.
ming, drums. All have heard a variation of the same (mostly
empty) threat: “If you don’t practice ….” Their response is
Tuesday, February 27, 2018
not so much like that of the plotting Pharisees — more like
Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50; Mt 23:1-12
something between rolling their eyes and calling our bluff.
Jesus has one message for those who do not practice what
they preach and it’s harsh. (Hint: It starts out with, “Woe to Our children have had a privileged education and sometimes
that privilege feels like a burden. So it is with this enormous
you!”) He has very little patience with hypocrites. But today’s message is for those who would ignore a good teach- gift of the kingdom of God; the knowledge of God’s presing because the teacher doesn’t follow it. It is natural to imi- ence in our lives; the indwelling of God in holy Communtate what we see, what we know. It’s also natural to let our- ion. A privilege that sometimes feels like a burden, or worse,
boring. The kingdom is not so much taken from us as we
selves off the hook. But Jesus says, “I don’t think so.” Togive it away with our ho-hum response to God’s love, to the
day’s lesson can be distilled to this: Another person’s bad
behavior is not an excuse for yours. And this is true even if urgency of the Gospel, to the mission, to the privilege of the
that other person is your parent or pastor or president. Lov- call. Lent is a good time to take our temperature and if what
ing and nurturing God, grant me the grace to be the kind of we find is tepid, maybe it’s time add a little heat. O God,
person I wish others would be; to do for others what I wish you have called us to your Kingdom; give us the grace of
fervor so that we may be industrious builders or, at the very
others would do for me.
least, worthy bricks.
Wednesday, February 28, 2018
Saturday, March 3, 2018
Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31; Mt 20:17-28
“Be careful what you ask for!” is the old adage. How often Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
We readily accept the mercy of God … unless it is offered to
when we pray do we ask for what is not good for us, for
what will not, in the long run, make us wiser or healthier or someone else. Then envy might rear its ugly, green-tinged
head. One of my professors once pointed out that envy is the
closer to God? And parents, isn’t that so true of what we
wish for our children? How many well-meaning parents lead only deadly sin which isn’t any fun at all. Think about it:
(or push!) their child toward music or sports or science with- lust, greed, gluttony, sloth — the pleasures are obvious. And
most of us have enjoyed that intoxicating sense of superioriout letting the child’s calling surface? The child we hope
will be a doctor or a concert pianist might very well have a ty that accompanies false pride and self-righteous anger. But
envy? There’s no joy there; just bitterness with a touch of
vocation as a teacher or a cook. The problem is we tend to
focus on attaining what we have prayed for and thereby may rage, sadness, perhaps a little fear. What’s the antidote? I
know of only one, the ancient wisdom of my grandparents:
fail to see the opportunity, the good, that comes our way.
“Count your blessings, darling.” From self-help author, MelPerhaps the best prayer is, “Your will be done, O God.”
odie Beattie: “Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns
Open my eyes, O God, to your plan for me, to your face in
what we have into enough, and more. It turns denial into
everyone I meet, to your presence in this world.
acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a
meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a
Thursday, March 1, 2018
friend.” Thank you, generous God, for the blessings of the
Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1; Lk 16:19-31
past, the gifts of today, and the grace we anticipate tomorThe chasm spoken of in the parable is between heaven and

hell; the final (and final is key in this parable) resting places row.
of the poor man Lazarus and the unnamed rich man. This
chasm reflects the distance between them in their earthly

SECOND WEEK OF LENT

life, a distance created, or at least maintained, by the rich

