CHURCH OF ST. SAVIOUR

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST:
WEEKEND MASSES
5:00 pm:
9:30 am:
11:30 am:

Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Sunday Morning

WEEKDAY MASSES
8:30 am

Confessions First Saturday of the month in the
church from 4:00-4:30 PM. By appointment for all
other times.
WHO IS WELCOME IN ST. SAVIOUR CHURCH?
Are you a sinner? Have you been away from the church for a long time? Are you divorced or separated? Are you physically or
mentally challenged? Are you from a different culture? Are you not accepted because of your sexual orientation? Are you
elderly, a teen or young adult? Are you discriminated against because of your color? Are you feeling broken? Are you poor or
out of work? Have you been imprisoned? Have you a feeling that you are left out? You are welcome here! This is your home,
and we are your family!

May 10, 2020

To the Faithful of the Diocese in Brooklyn & Queens:
As you read this letter, we are in the midst of the Easter Season. We rejoice in the risen Jesus and in what that Resurrection means
for us who are members of His Body. By His Cross and Resurrection, Christ has set us free.
Yet, as much as we believe and rejoice in that Paschal mystery, we are celebrating in a very difficult and challenging time. Our
observance of Lent this year was marked by unexpected and unwelcome penances for which we did not ask. Easter is marred by
the same. We always trust in Jesus and His promise to be with us always and His command to us not to fear.
The pandemic we are experiencing has done many things. It has, first of all, taken from us some of our loved ones. Many of us
have experienced the suffering of so many sick people. At the same time we have also seen the strength and resilience of many of
our first responders, doctors, nurses and other medical personnel, and so many more who are considered to be essential workers.
This has moved us to feel and express a gratitude which we perhaps should have expressed previously. So we mourn our beloved
dead, we continue to pray for the sick among us and we thank those who help bravely.
Our spiritual lives have changed, too. We have experienced the closure of our churches. How painful this is to us, who feel that
the Church is a “second home” in so many ways. We have been unable to receive the sacraments. I am thinking most especially of
the Sacrament of Penance and Eucharist.
Please allow me to reflect on that for a moment. The sacraments are indeed the way that Jesus chose to remain in our lives and the
way that we continue to experience His presence and work among us. Nothing can replace that for us. It is most especially true in
the Eucharist where Jesus is truly and substantially present to us that we experience Him in a unique and irreplaceable way.
However, this experience has also taught us that Jesus cannot be limited. He cannot be contained. We can and do experience Him
in many different ways. A sincere Act of Contrition and a Spiritual Communion, while not replacements for the sacraments, are
ways to allow Jesus into our lives. We have even been unable to mourn our dead in the ways we are accustomed to doing. While
this is heart breaking, we know that God’s mercy is overwhelming and we can pray for our loved ones at all times.
The closing of our churches has been unavoidable, as Brooklyn and Queens has had nearly 60% of all cases of Covid-19 in New
York City. Though there are many who doubt and even publicly speak out against the decisions made to close churches and
maintain social distancing, please know that decisions like these have not been taken lightly, especially in this Diocese where
Brooklyn and Queens are literally at the epicenter of the crisis in New York City, which is the epicenter of the United States. We
have had to resort to these desperate measures to prevent the further loss of life and spread of disease. Life is God’s great gift and
we must protect it.
That is why our churches will remain closed until it is safe to reopen them, a decision that will be made by Diocese of Brooklyn
with the assistance of Mr. Joseph Esposito (former Commissioner of the Office of Emergency Management for New York City) in
conjunction with public health authorities. When our churches do reopen, unfortunately, we will not be able to resume church life
as we enjoyed it before. There will be changes to keep everyone healthy and safe. We will respond as always, as faithful People of
God, to the challenges placed before us. I ask that we all strive to understand, to adapt and to rise up to these challenges.
I want to thank our priests and deacons who have learned new ways to minister to you: for streamed Masses and retreats, homilies
and talks, and various other engaging events on line which all help us remain close as the parish families we are and keep our
spirits lifted as joyfilled Christians.
We continue to pray for our beloved dead, may they rest in peace; and we pray for the sick that they will experience the presence
of Christ the Healer; for our governmental leaders; for our dedicated first responders, doctors, nurses, medical personnel, funeral
directors, and essential workers; for the clergy and religious of our Diocese and for us all. May the Lord, who is Mercy Itself, lead
us out of this difficult time and into a time of good health and new life.
The month of May is dedicated in a particular way to our Blessed Mother. Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has asked us to pray
the Rosary most fervently this month for an end to this pandemic. We place our trust in the intercession of Mary and of her
blessed spouse St. Joseph whose feast we celebrate today, May 1st. Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us! St. Joseph, Patron of
the Universal Church, pray for us!

With an assurance of my continued remembrance of you in prayer, I am
Sincerely in Christ, Most Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio, Ph.D., D.D.
Bishop of Brooklyn

LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
TO THE FAITHFUL FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with particular intensity
their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to pray the
Rosary at home within the family. The restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to
appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also from a spiritual point of view.
For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at
home in the month of May. This can be done either as a group or individually; you can decide
according to your own situations, making the most of both opportunities. The key to doing this is
always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to find good models of prayers to follow.
I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I
myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of you. I include them with this
letter so that they are available to everyone.
Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will
make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of trial. I keep
all of you in my prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for
me. I thank you, and with great affection I send you my blessing.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist
Pope Francis

First Prayer to Our Lady
O Mary,

You shine continuously on our journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who, at the foot of the cross,
were united with Jesus’ suffering,
and persevered in your faith.
“Protectress of the Roman people”,
you know our needs,
and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,
joy and celebration may return
after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father
and to do what Jesus tells us.
For he took upon himself our suffering,
and burdened himself with our sorrows
to bring us, through the cross,
to the joy of the Resurrection.
Amen.

We fly to your protection,
O Holy Mother of God;
Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities,
but deliver us always
from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.

The Second Prayer
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.
In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to
you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection.
Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those
who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way
that grieves them deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick
and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope
those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for the economy and
employment.
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering
may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic effort and grant them
strength, generosity and continued health.
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern
and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone.
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they
may find effective solutions to overcome this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of
those lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired
by farsightedness and solidarity.
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and
stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar
tragedies from occurring in the future.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the
bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in
prayer.
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will
stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely
resume its normal course.
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O
Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.

THE BISHOP ENCOURAGES THE
FAITHFUL TO WATCH THE
CELEBRATION OF MASS ON
TELEVISION ON THE DIOCESAN
CHANNEL NET-TV:
SPECTRUM (CHANNEL 97),
OPTIMUM (CHANNEL 30)
FIOS (CHANNEL 48)
DAILY MASS LIVE from the Co-Cathedral of St.
Joseph. Tune in weekdays at 8 AM for the Mass
in English and at 9 AM for the Mass in Spanish .

Sunday, May 10, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance

HOLY MASS LIVE from the Cathedral Basilica
of St. James. Tune in weekdays at 12
noon (encored at 5 PM)
and Sundays at 11 AM.

Thursday, May 14, Easter Weekday
In Thanksgiving

Monday, May 11, Easter Weekday
For those afflicted with Coronavirus
Tuesday, May 12, Easter Weekday
For those afflicted with Coronavirus
Wednesday, May 13, Easter Weekday
For those afflicted with Coronavirus

Friday, May 15, Easter Weekday
For those afflicted with Coronavirus
Saturday, May 16, Easter Weekday
For those afflicted with Coronavirus

Parents, your child’s school has set up a Remote
Learning Plan to ensure that your child’s education
continues during this difficult time. Your child’s
religious education is equally important. Working
with Pflaum Publishing company your child can
receive the Gospel Weekly online. There are also
some supplementary materials available.
These materials are available for all the families in
Saint Saviour Parish.

Go to:
www.pflaumweeklies.com sign-in:
user name: walshm@csjbrentwood.org
Password: 611Eighth
Where it says “What is Pflaum Doing” …….
Look for “click here to learn more”
Click and you will see Lesson Downloads
Scroll and you will see a list of lessons
click on your child’s level:
Promise
K-1
Good News 2-3
Venture
4-5-6
Vision
7-8

Sunday, May 17, Sixth Sunday of Easter
For those afflicted with Coronavirus

“RCIA Classes are being
offered via Zoom until
Pentecost May 31, 2020.
Classes are held on Sunday
mornings at 10:00 am.
Any parishioners interested in participating
are welcome. Please send an email to:

Jim Halliday: jrhalliday@gmail.com or
Barbara Bolton: mcgillbolt@yahoo.com.
A return email will be sent out with
the Zoom URL for the meeting
prior to each class.”

