CHURCH OF ST. SAVIOUR

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST:
WEEKEND MASSES
5:00 pm:
9:30 am:
11:30 am:

Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Sunday Morning

WEEKDAY MASSES
8:30 am

Confessions First Saturday of the month in the
church from 4:00-4:30 PM. By appointment for all
other times.
WHO IS WELCOME IN ST. SAVIOUR CHURCH?
Are you a sinner? Have you been away from the church for a long time? Are you divorced or separated? Are you physically or
mentally challenged? Are you from a different culture? Are you not accepted because of your sexual orientation? Are you
elderly, a teen or young adult? Are you discriminated against because of your color? Are you feeling broken? Are you poor or
out of work? Have you been imprisoned? Have you a feeling that you are left out? You are welcome here! This is your home,
and we are your family!

December 8, 2019
A FEW WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Last week as I was trying to clean my room
(which seems to have become a never ending process
these days), I came across an old issue of The Tablet
(not our Diocesan newspaper, but a theological journal
published in London) and couldn’t help but laugh at the
image on its cover. There were three people sitting at a
bus stop all bundled up in heavy coats and scarves. Atop
the bus stop was simply the word “Advent.”
Driving
away from the bus stop is a red double-decker bus (like
the ones you would see driving around the streets of England) with the word “Christmas” plastered on the side of
the bus and the bus itself is decorated with a Christmas
tree, Christmas lights, balloons and Santa Claus is sitting on top. Here are these
three adults waiting for “Advent” and already “Christmas” has passed them by! I
found this image humorous because I think most of us could relate to the message
being conveyed. Here we are at the beginning of Advent and it seems as if
Christmas has passed us by! Radio stations have been playing Christmas music for
three weeks now; stores have been decorated for Christmas since October; and
Hallmark Stores have been selling Christmas ornaments since July! Did we miss
something? I don’t think we will ever fully grasp the importance of preparations as
long as time continues to fly by so quickly—but I do believe we should make the
most of whatever time we are given. Advent is only four short weeks and we all
know that isn’t enough time to prepare for the coming of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus the Christ. However, our entire life ought to be one of preparation. It’s not
fair to cram everything into just four weeks, although most of us have grown
accustomed to cramming throughout our lives. How many of us “crammed” for
exams during our high school or college years? How often do we wait until the
last minute before we buy that gift or pay a bill or even fill out gas tanks? What I
personally find frightening is that these behaviors seem to be becoming the norm,
not the exception. If we keep putting everything off, at what point do we actually
run out of time?
The season of Advent is a wonderful opportunity for each of us to STOP,
TAKE A DEEP BREATH, and remind ourselves that JESUS is the reason for both
the Advent and Christmas seasons. Don’t worry about being left behind. To return
to the image of those people sitting at the bus stop—what I found most comforting
in that picture was the expression on each of the faces of those three people. They
didn’t look anxious or upset like we would if we just missed our bus or our train.
Rather, they looked peaceful and content—the same way we should—knowing that
we are waiting for more than just the “Christmas Bus.” We are waiting for the
Christ-Child; Emmanuel; God-with-us.
Have a great week everyone.
Father Frank

December 1
Offertory
$4,659.00
Attendance

“THE SEASON OF ADVENT MEANS THERE IS SOMETHING ON THE HORIZON
THE LIKES OF WHICH WE HAVE NEVER SEN BEFORE.”
- JAN RICHARDSON

BOOK GROUP
Please join a dedicated group of readers for a
relaxed and lively book discussion. We meet on the first
Wednesday of each month (except where noted) at
Chocolateria in Park Slope (228 7th Ave between 3rd
and 4th Streets) from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM. All are
welcome. For more information, please contact Betsy
at ektbetsy@gmail.com.
Here's our upcoming calendar:
January 8 (2nd Wednesday in January)
Pagels, Elaine. Why Religion? A Personal
Story. Ecco, 2018. (256 pages)
February 5
Steinbeck, John. Travels with Charley in Search of
America: Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition, with
Introduction by Jay Parini, 2012.
(206 pages) [Note: Please buy or borrow the
Penguin Classics Deluxe Anniversary Edition, which
includes the Parini introduction.]

Boy Scout Troop 14
Congratulations to Donald Minerva Jr. who passed
his Eagle Board of Review. Here Donald Jr. Is
pictured with George Pigott, Donald Sr., Charlie
Pigott - Scoutmaster, Anthony Edwards-Troop
Leader, Sister Mary Walsh, CSJ-Pastoral Associate,
Sean Rowley-Advancement Chair-GNYC

Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach
UPCOMING PARISH COLLECTIONS
CHRISTMAS MASS REMEMBRANCE
Included with the monthly contributions envelopes
is a special envelope for the Christmas Mass
remembrance. Please use this envelope for your
special intentions, which will be remembered
at each of our celebrations of Eucharist this
Christmas.
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO MY PARISH
At this time of the year we all receive many
requests from worthy charities and soon realize that
we can’t respond to them all. However, one appeal
that hopefully everyone will respond to is the
annual Christmas Gift to My Parish Collection.
A year-end Christmas gift is your chance to go
beyond the day-to-day support of your parish that
you fund through your weekly support in the
Sunday collection.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Each year we take great pride in the beautiful
Christmas decorations in our church. Contributions
to help defray the expense of decorating the church
for the holiday season may be made in memory of
deceased relatives or friends, or in honor of the
living. There are envelopes for this purpose in the
set of monthly envelopes or you may obtain one
in the vestibule of the church. Please help the Altar
Guild in creating a beautiful setting for our
liturgical celebrations during the Christmas season.

The Brownbaggers project serves the poor in the
NYC parks during the winter months. Since 2009
we have delivered thousands of lunches. Meeting
monthly in the Parish Hall at 12:30pm, we assemble
100 brown bag lunches with food and clothing
items donated by our volunteers. We then travel via
subway to multiple Manhattan parks to distribute our
lunches to those most in need, returning to Brooklyn
by 3:30 pm. John Olash is the current director of our
Brownbaggers HomelessOutreach Program.
Volunteers can reach John at:
johnolash@hotmail.com
Twenty five volunteers are needed for this event.
RSVP to: johnolash@hotmail.com
Please consider donating warm socks, hats or gloves
into the Brownbaggers Donation Box which will be
located in the vestibule of the church after every
Mass. Any donations received will be distributed at
that month’s Brownbagger event. Also, financial
donations used to purchase food items can be made in
the Parish rectory. Thank you for your support.

*Just a reminder that all adults must be
VIRTUS trained to attend.
Looking forward to our next event
Sunday, January 12

CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24
4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
6:00 p.m. Family Mass/Nativity Pageant
12:00 Midnight Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY 12/25
10:00 a.m.

Sunday, December 8, SECOND SUNDAY OF
ADVENT
9:30 a.m. Joan Flynn / Ramon Caban
11:30 a.m. People of the Parish
Monday, December 9, Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish
Tuesday, December 10, Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Coreen Bilello
Wednesday, December 11, Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Maureen Michel
Thursday, December 12, Our Lady of
Guadalupe
8:30 a.m. Michael Griffin (Anniversary)
Friday, December 13, Saint Lucy, Virgin and
Martyr
8:30 a.m. Joespine McNally

Saturday, December 14, Saint John of the Cross,
Priest and Doctor of the Church
8:30 a.m. Judy Judge
5:00 p.m. Martin & Dinah Reilly
Sunday, December 15, THIRD SUNDAY OF
ADVENT
9:30 a.m. Joseph & Ann Flanagan
11:30 a.m. Ramon Caban

We still have Mass Intentions available for
both weekday AND weekend celebrations of
Eucharist. Please consider having a Mass
celebrated for a loved one or family member—
either living or deceased. We are ALL in need of
prayers, and there is no greater prayer than the
celebration of Eucharist. Each Mass Intention is
only $15.00. If you are interested in having a
Mass celebrated in memory of a deceased loved
one, or in honor of someone who is living, please
call Emily at the Rectory and she will be
more than happy to assist you.

