CHURCH OF ST. SAVIOUR

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST:
WEEKEND MASSES
5:00 pm:
9:30 am:
11:30 am:

Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Sunday Morning

WEEKDAY MASSES
8:30 am

Confessions First Saturday of the month in the
church from 4:00-4:30 PM. By appointment for all
other times.
WHO IS WELCOME IN ST. SAVIOUR CHURCH?
Are you a sinner? Have you been away from the church for a long time? Are you divorced or separated? Are you physically or
mentally challenged? Are you from a different culture? Are you not accepted because of your sexual orientation? Are you
elderly, a teen or young adult? Are you discriminated against because of your color? Are you feeling broken? Are you poor or
out of work? Have you been imprisoned? Have you a feeling that you are left out? You are welcome here! This is your home,
and we are your family!

December 22, 2019

A FEW WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
I do hope that everyone will have a great time this Christmas with family
and friends. Don’t forget that while the rest of the world would have us believe
that Christmas ends on Wednesday evening (December 25th), in reality, OUR
celebration of Christmas has really just begun, and it will continue right through to
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (celebrated this year on January 12, 2020). I
lament the fact that any inkling of Christmas music on the radio will be history by
Christmas night, but we can certainly continue our celebration of Christmas
knowing that our Saviour is with us (and we can certainly still make use of our
Christmas CDs)! Make the most of this Christmas Season by allowing yourself to
become everything our God created you to be. The Christmas Season always
brings out the best in people, but that shouldn’t end the day after Christmas. As
Christians, our belief in Jesus should always bring out the best within us, for we
consistently pray that we might be more like Christ. I can think of no better time
than the present to continue our spirit of merriment, refreshed in the reality that
God is indeed with us! Don’t forget, being a Christian is a life-long process. It’s
not something we do only on special occasions or high holy days like Christmas.
I want to say a great big “THANK YOU” to Father Kevin for putting
together our annual Christmas party for all the children in our Faith Formation
Program last Sunday morning. I think he did a great job not only setting
everything up and decorating the Parish Hall, but he also made sure that every
child left that party last week with a really nice Christmas gift (as well as a goody
bag of sweets!). I also want to thank Sister Pat, Geri Anne O’Beirne and all our
catechists for assisting us in making last Sunday’s Christmas party a memorable
experience for our young people.
Finally on behalf of Father Kevin, Deacon Bill, Sister Pat, Sister Mary,
myself and the entire Pastoral Staff of Saint Saviour Parish Family, I want to wish
you and your family a happy, holy and blessed Christmas! You know the deal—no
fighting with the relatives on Christmas! It’s the day of our Saviour’s birth—a day
of peace and love and friendship. We can’t pray and sing and celebrate while in
church—only to go home and get frustrated and angry at the people who mean so
much to us. Allow the Christ-Child to touch your heart this Christmas.
Have a great week everyone.

Father Frank

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, ‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.’” – Luke 2:15

December 22

NO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES

December 29

NO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES

January 5

2020
Feast of the Epiphany All Classes report to Parish Hall at end
of the Family Mass, pick up at 11:45 AM at the Parish Hall.

January 12

Lures Presentation Parish Hall Grades K-1-2- 3 only. Report to
Parish Hall at the end of the Family Mass, pick up for Grades
K-1-2-3 at Parish Hall at 11:45 AM. All other Classes report to
the Academy.

January 19

NO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES

January 26

Lures Presentation Parish Hall Grades 4-5-6 only. Report to Parish
Hall at the end of the Family Mass, pick up for Grades 4-5-6 at
Parish Hall at 11:45 AM. All other Classes report to the Academy.

February 2

Lures Presentation Parish Hall Grades 7 & 8 only. Report to Parish
Hall at the end of the Family Mass, pick up for Grades 7 & 8 at
Parish Hall at 11:45 AM. All other Classes report to the Academy.

Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach
The Brownbaggers project serves the poor in the
NYC parks during the winter months. Since 2009
we have delivered thousands of lunches. Meeting
monthly in the Parish Hall at 12:30pm, we assemble
100 brown bag lunches with food and clothing
items donated by our volunteers. We then travel via
subway to multiple Manhattan parks to distribute our
lunches to those most in need, returning to Brooklyn
by 3:30 pm. John Olash is the current director of our
Brownbaggers HomelessOutreach Program.
Volunteers can reach John at:
johnolash@hotmail.com

RSVP NOW FOR
Sunday, January 12
Twenty five volunteers are needed for this event.
RSVP to: johnolash@hotmail.com
Please consider donating warm socks, hats or gloves
into the Brownbaggers Donation Box which will be
located in the vestibule of the church after every
Mass. Any donations received will be distributed at
that month’s Brownbagger event. Also, financial
donations used to purchase food items can be made in
the Parish rectory. Thank you for your support.

*Just a reminder that all adults must be
VIRTUS trained to attend.

How grateful we are to have
the backing of generous St.
Saviour parishioners! Thank
you for your faithful support.
Our most needed items are
dried beans, rice, corn, peanut
butter, and cereal.

BOOK GROUP
Please join a dedicated group of readers for a
relaxed and lively book discussion. We meet on
the first Wednesday of each month (except where
noted) at Chocolateria in Park Slope (228 7th Ave
between 3rd and 4th Streets) from 7:30 PM to
9:00 PM. All are welcome. For more
information, please contact Betsy
at ektbetsy@gmail.com.
Here's our upcoming calendar:
January 8 (2nd Wednesday in January)
Pagels, Elaine. Why Religion? A Personal
Story. Ecco, 2018. (256 pages)
February 5
Steinbeck, John. Travels with Charley in Search
of America: Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition,
with
Introduction by Jay Parini, 2012.
(206 pages) [Note: Please buy or borrow the
Penguin Classics Deluxe Anniversary Edition,
which includes the Parini introduction.]

The rectory office will be closed for Christmas
on Tuesday, December 24th, and will reopen on
Thursday, December 26th. We will close for
New Year on Tuesday, December 31st and will
reopen on Thursday, January 2nd.

Sunday, December 22, FOURTH SUNDAY OF
ADVENT
9:30 a.m. Zita McCloskey/Jean Gray and the
DeLucca Family
11:30 a.m. Kay McGovern
Monday, December 23, Late Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Henry O’Meara
Tuesday, December 24, Late Advent Weekday
4:00 p.m. Christmas Mass Remembrance
6:00 p.m. Christmas Mass Remembrance
12:00 Midnight Christmas Mass Remembrance
Wednesday, December 25, THE NATIVITY OF
THE LORD
10:00 a.m. Christmas Mass Remembrance
Thursday, December 26, Saint Stephen, The
First Martyr
8:30 a.m. Joseph Glass
Friday, December 27, Saint John, Apostle and
Evangelist
8:30 a.m. The People of the Parish
Saturday, December 28, The Holy Innocents,
Martyrs
8:30 a.m. NO MASS
5:00 p.m. James & Felcia Reilly
Sunday, December 29, THE HOLY FAMILY OF
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
9:30 a.m. In Thanksgiving
11:30 a.m. Antonio Rivea (Birthday
Remembrance)

