CHURCH OF ST. SAVIOUR

Director of Music

Paula McKeown

Confessions First Saturday of the month in the church
from 4:00-4:30 PM. By appointment for all other times.

WHO IS WELCOME IN ST. SAVIOUR CHURCH?
Are you a sinner? Have you been away from the church for a long time? Are you divorced or separated? Are you physically or
mentally challenged? Are you from a different culture? Are you not accepted because of your sexual orientation? Are you
elderly, a teen or young adult? Are you discriminated against because of your color? Are you feeling broken? Are you poor or
out of work? Have you been imprisoned? Have you a feeling that you are left out? You are welcome here! This is your home,
and we are your family!

December 2, 2018

November 25
Offertory $5011.00
Attendance
421

A FEW WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
As you walked into church today, chances are you knew something different was going on this
week. The presider was wearing vestments that were a bluish hue of violet; the music was somewhat
different—more hopeful and penetrating with a flare of joyful expectation; and in our church once again
was a wreath with different colored candles. Yes, by now you’ve probably guessed it—Advent is here
once again! Today we not only begin a new church year, but the beginning of our preparations for the
birth of the Christ child.
This week I would like to dedicate this column reflecting on the history of the Advent Wreath,
which has become a common sight in most churches today. The Advent Wreath originated among German
Lutherans during the 16th century. It was then brought over to the United States by German immigrants,
and was originally used in the home. As time progressed, it was introduced into both Catholic and
Protestant Churches, and today can often be found in both homes and churches.
Customarily, the advent Wreath is constructed of a circle of evergreen branches into which are
inserted four candles. The candles represent the four Sundays of Advent, and each week another candle is
lit. The pink candle is lit on the Third Sunday of Advent, otherwise known as Gaudete Sunday.
The Advent Wreath is a public symbol, and it is symbolic in many ways, although many of the
prayers that could be used for the blessing of an Advent Wreath tend to focus on the “light” symbolism.
For example, the prayer for the Blessing of an Advent Wreath found in the Book of Blessings prays that
“as we light the candles of this wreath, may their light reflect the splendor of Christ…” and later on prays
that “the candles of this wreath remind us that Jesus the Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and to
led us into the light of God’s glorious kingdom.”
The Advent Wreath is not only a way of “counting down” the weeks until Christmas, but also a
sign of Christ’s light among us—and may that light continue to grow brighter with each passing week of
Advent this year. Remember, we only have four weeks to prepare ourselves for Christ’s birth, so let’s
allow ourselves to be changed by Christ’s light! Happy Advent!
Have a great week everyone.

Father Frank

UPCOMING EVENTS
TODAY—Flea Market & Christmas Fair
December 8—Immaculate Conception
Drop Shop Babysitting
December 9—Lessons & Carols
Newman Club Bake Sale
Brownbaggers
December 16— Giving Tree Gifts Due

Congratulations to parishioner Mr. Frank Spacek
who won our 50/50 drawing. A total of $240.00
was collected for the November 50/50—so both
our parish and the winner will each receive
$120.00. We are now collecting envelopes for the
December 50/50. Remember, the donation for each
chance is just $10.00.

FATHER KEVIN’S
ANNUAL FUND-RAISER
Father Kevin will be hosting
his annual Newman Club
Christmas Fund-Raiser here
at Saint Saviour parish next
weekend December 8th and
9th. Fresh home-made
cupcakes, chocolates and other delicious goodies
will be available. Father Kevin will also be
selling Christmas Ornaments of a beautiful
nativity Scene—which would make great gift
for the members of your family and friends.
All proceeds raised will assist Father Kevin in
sharing our Catholic Faith with the students at
New York City College of Technology where he
serves as the Catholic Chaplain.

“The prayers focus on preparing for Christ’s coming at Christmas, His Infancy, and the Epiphany.”
― Marie Noël

Our schedule for December 2018:
December 2—Class in session
December 9—Class in session
December 16—Christmas Party
December 23—NO CLASS
December 30—NO CLASS
Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach
The Brownbaggers project serves the poor in the
NYC parks during the winter months. Since 2009
we have delivered thousands of lunches. Meeting
monthly in the Parish Hall at 12:30 pm, we assemble
100 brown bag lunches with food and clothing
items donated by our volunteers. We then travel via
subway to multiple Manhattan parks to distribute our
lunches to those most in need, returning to Brooklyn
by 3:30 pm. John Olash is the current director
of our Brownbaggers HomelessOutreach Program.
Volunteers can reach John at: johnolash@hotmail.com

Please RSVP now for
Sunday, December 9, 2018
Twenty five volunteers are needed for this event.
RSVP to: johnolash@hotmail.com
Please consider donating warm socks, hats or gloves
into the Brownbaggers Donation Box which will be
located in the vestibule of the church after every Mass.
Any donations received will be distributed at that
month’s Brownbagger event. Also, financial donations
used to purchase food items can be made in the Parish
rectory. Thank you for your support.
* Just a reminder that all adults must complete
VIRTUS training in order to participate.
Looking ahead to our next event:
Sunday, January 13th, 2018
Save the date!

UPCOMING PARISH COLLECTIONS
CHRISTMAS MASS REMEMBRANCE
Included with the monthly contributions envelopes
is a special envelope for the Christmas Mass
remembrance. Please use this envelope for your
special intentions, which will be remembered at each
of our celebrations of Eucharist this Christmas.
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO MY PARISH
At this time of the year we all receive many
requests from worthy charities and soon realize that
we can’t respond to them all. However, one appeal
that hopefully everyone will respond to is the
annual Christmas Gift to My Parish Collection.
A year-end Christmas gift is your chance to go
beyond the day-to-day support of your parish that
you fund through your weekly support in the
Sunday collection.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Each year we take great pride in the beautiful
Christmas decorations in our church. Contributions
to help defray the expense of decorating the church
for the holiday season may be made in memory of
deceased relatives or friends, or in honor of the
living. There are envelopes for this purpose in the
set of monthly envelopes or you may obtain one in
the vestibule of the church. Please help the Altar
Guild in creating a beautiful setting for our liturgical
celebrations during the Christmas season.
How grateful we are to have the
backing of generous St. Saviour
parishioners! Thank you for your
faithful support. Our most needed
items are dried beans, rice, corn,
peanut butter, and cereal.

50/50 ENVELOPES
Effective immediately, we are changing the way
our monthly 50/50 is conducted. In the past, the
only people who could participate were those
persons who received monthly envelopes and the
drawing was held in the middle of the month.
Sadly, the same 18 people participated each month.
NO MORE. Now we are opening up the monthly
50/50 Drawing to the entire parish. Purple 50/50
envelopes are available at the front doors to the
church. Simply take an envelope (or as many envelopes as you’d like), fill them out, place your $10.00
offering in each envelope and then drop them in the
Sunday offering collection. We will collect them
throughout the month and on the last day of each
month, we will have the drawing in the Rectory,
announce the winner, and then split the total amount
collected 50/50—50% for the parish and 50% for
the lucky winner. Remember the old expression,
you have to be in it to win it, so take a chance (and a
purple 50/50 envelope) and try your luck. The more
people who participate, the greater the prize money
for both the parish and the lucky winner!

We still have Mass Intentions available for
both weekday AND weekend celebrations of
Eucharist. Please consider having a Mass
celebrated for a loved one or family member—
either living or deceased. We are ALL in need of
prayers, and there is no greater prayer than the
celebration of Eucharist. Each Mass Intention is
only $15.00. If you are interested in having a
Mass celebrated in memory of a deceased loved
one, or in honor of someone who is living, please
call Emily at the Rectory and she will be
more than happy to assist you.

PLEASE BE CAREFUL
NOT TO POST DATE
DONATION CHECKS

Please Join Us for the St. Saviour
Flea Market & Christmas Fair
Today, December 2nd

10 AM—6:30 in the Parish Hall
Come and browse through the many
wonderful items at great prices!
Get an early start on your
Christmas shopping!

Please note that we will NOT have 5:00 p.m.
Mass next Sunday, December 9th. The 5:00 p.m.
Sunday evening Mass will resume on Sunday,
December 16th.

Sunday, December 2, First Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Brother Beckett Ryan, O.S.F.
11:30 a.m. Alicia Allard (Living)
5:00 p.m. People of the Parish
Monday, December 3, St. Francis Xavier, Priest
8:30 a.m For Our Veterans
Tuesday, December 4, Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Ewert Seales
Wednesday, December 5, Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Dativa Racca

Holy Day of Obligation
FEAST DAY MASS
Saturday, December 8th at 10:00 a.m.
*Please remember that we will not have an
8:30 a.m. Mass on this feast day.

Thursday, December 6, Advent Weekday
10:00 a.m Mass of Thanksgiving
First Friday, December 7, Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Patrick Griffin
Saturday, December 8, IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY
10:00 a.m. The People of the Parish
5:00 p.m. Marion Cappiello/Lorraine Foley
Sunday, December 9, Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Delores Romero
11:30 a.m. Helen Ford
5:00 p.m. NO MASS

CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24
4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
6:00 p.m. Family Mass/Nativity Pageant
11:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Recital
12:00 Midnight Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY 12/25
9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

PRAYERS FOR HEALING IN THE CHURCH
In light of the recent news from Pennsylvania, the
Diocese of Brooklyn and from many parts of the
world that has brought further scandal to the church,
our rosary group from the 8:30 a.m. Daily Mass will
pray the rosary each Tuesday after Mass for the
safety of young people and for healing in the church
and among the faithful. Please join them in offering
prayers for all who have been affected or suffer as a
result of this scandal.

