CHURCH OF ST. SAVIOUR

Director of Music Iouri Grichetchkine

Paula McKeown

Confessions First Saturday of the month in the church from
4:00-4:30 PM. By appointment for all other times.

WHO IS WELCOME IN ST. SAVIOUR CHURCH?
Are you a sinner? Have you been away from the church for a long time? Are you divorced or separated? Are you physically or
mentally challenged? Are you from a different culture? Are you not accepted because of your sexual orientation? Are you
elderly, a teen or young adult? Are you discriminated against because of your color? Are you feeling broken? Are you poor or
out of work? Have you been imprisoned? Have you a feeling that you are left out? You are welcome here! This is your home,
and we are your family!

December 17, 2017

Stewardship
December 10
Offertory
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
$1,031.00
Attendance
87
Sunday 9:30 a.m.
$1,440.00
Attendance
247
Sunday 11:30 a.m.
$1,443.00
Attendance
113
Sunday 5:00 p.m.
$1,302.00
Attendance

“There is one ... coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not
worthy to untie." Untying sandal straps was no prestigious job. In the days
of John the Baptist, those straps would have been especially unpleasant to
deal with. Besides the usual odors that accompany sockless leather
footwear, there would have been the grime and dirt from the sandy roads
and paths that swirled around the people who went everywhere on foot.
Taking off someone's shoes upon their arrival was the task of the lowly
servants. So when John says he's unworthy of doing this task for the "one
who is coming after me," he is putting himself in a very humble position.
And rightly so.
John realizes that the Christ-the Anointed One, the Messiah-is so far
above him, so far above any of us, that we are truly unworthy of him.
Indeed, the Son of God is not just the greatest of men; he is God-made-man
and in his presence we most appropriately should bow in humble homage.
Yet this God chose to stoop down to our human level and walk among us.
He chose to get his sandals dirty. And still today he chooses to allow us to
encounter him as a friend and companion.
.
But as John reminds us by his example, this encounter with the Lord is
not the result of our own merits or accomplishments. We are sinners who
stand in need of Christ's help. But thanks be to God, he is always willing to
extend this help to us. As St. Paul says in today's epistle, "May the God of
peace make you perfectly holy." Indeed it is God who does the perfecting,
not us by our own power. So let us approach the Lord this Advent season
with a spirit of hopeful humility, trusting that God alone can make us
worthy of welcoming his Son.

CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24
4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
6:00 p.m. Family Mass/Nativity Pageant
11:30 p.m. Carols
12:00 p.m. Midnight Mass

Our schedule for December is as follows:
DECEMBER 17— CHRISTMAS PARTY
(Parish Hall after 9:30 Family Mass)
DECEMBER 24— NO CLASS
DECEMBER 31— NO CLASS

CHRISTMAS DAY 12/25
9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

UPCOMING PARISH COLLECTIONS
CHRISTMAS MASS REMEMBRANCE
Included with the monthly contributions envelopes
is a special envelope for the Christmas Mass
remembrance. Please use this envelope for your
special intentions, which will be remembered at each
of our celebrations of Eucharist this Christmas.
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO MY PARISH
At this time of the year we all receive many
requests from worthy charities and soon realize that
we can’t respond to them all. However, one appeal
that hopefully everyone will respond to is the
annual Christmas Gift to My Parish Collection.
A year-end Christmas gift is your chance to go
beyond the day-to-day support of your parish that
you fund through your weekly support in the
Sunday collection.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Each year we take great pride in the beautiful
Christmas decorations in our church. Contributions
to help defray the expense of decorating the church
for the holiday season may be made in memory of
deceased relatives or friends, or in honor of the
living. There are envelopes for this purpose in the
set of monthly envelopes or you may obtain one in
the
vestibule of the church. Please help the Alter
Guild in creating a beautiful setting for our liturgical
celebrations during the Christmas season.

SAINT SAVIOUR CHURCH
CHRISTMAS CARD SALE
AFTER ALL MASSES

Each package contains
3 different Christmas photos of
our Church (5 of each )
15 cards for $20

Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach
The Brownbaggers project serves the poor in
the NYC parks during the winter months. Since
2009 we have delivered thousands of lunches.
Meeting monthly in the Parish Hall at 12:30 pm, we
assemble 100 brown bag lunches with food and
clothing items donated by our volunteers. We then
travel via subway to multiple Manhattan parks to
distribute our lunches to those most in need,
returning to Brooklyn by 3:30 p.m. John Olash is the
current director of our Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach program.
Volunteers can reach John
at: johnolash@hotmail.com

Please RSVP now for Sunday, January 21, 2018
Children under the age of 18 must to be
accompanied by an adult. Please wear comfortable
shoes and have your metro card charged.
Twenty five volunteers are needed for this event.
RSVP to: johnolash@hotmail.com
Please consider donating warm socks, hats or gloves
into the Brownbaggers Donation Box which will be
located in the vestibule of the church after every
mass. Any donations received will be distributed at
that month’s Brownbagger event. Also, financial
donations used to purchase food items can be made
in the Parish rectory. Thank you for your support.
Looking ahead to our next event:
February 11 , 2018

ADVENT CANDLES
This year, we would like to offer YOU the
opportunity to memorialize our Advent Candles,
which will grace our sanctuary in church for the
four weeks of Advent. Each candle can be
memorialized for an offering of $75.00 Please
remember that there are only 4 candles. If you are
interested in memorializing one of our Advent
candles, please call Emily at the Rectory during
normal office hours.

The rectory office will be closed for
Christmas on Monday, December 25th and
will reopen on Tuesday, December 26th.
We will close for New Year on Monday and
Tuesday, January 1st & 2nd and will re-open
on Wednesday, January 3rd.
ST. SAVIOUR BOOK GROUP
St. Saviour book group will meet on
Wednesday, January 3, from 7:30 PM to 9:00
p.m. to discuss Saints and Sinners: Stories by
Edna O'Brien. We will gather in the meeting
room at the rear of the parish hall. All are
welcome. For additional information, contact
Betsy at ektbetsy@gmail.com.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
This year the diocese of Brooklyn and Queens is
not participating in Reconciliation Monday with
or surrounding dioceses. However, to offer the
faithful of saint Saviour an opportunity to avail
themselves of this sacrament before Christmas, a
priest will be available in the church this Monday,
December 18th from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to
hear confessions.

SAINT SAVIOUR HIGH SCHOOL
RECEIVES BLACKBOARD AWARD
Thanks in large part to nominations from our
Saviour community, St. Saviour High School has
been selected as a school of excellence and
received a 2017 Blackboard Award on December 4
from New York Family Magazine! Since 2002,
the Blackboard Awards have honored excellence
in local education (in all education sectors and
grade levels) by recognizing exemplary teachers
in the spring, and exemplary schools & principals
in the winter—the Awards serve to help
the NY Family readership learn about the top
schools and education leaders in the city and
celebrates some of the city’s hardest-working and
often unsung heroes: Educators!
On Monday, December 4, Dr. McKeown was
honored to accept the award for our school. Thank
you to our faculty, students and parents who make
Saint Saviour the best place to learn, work and
grow!
THANK YOU SAINT SAVIOUR PARISH
Our Cub Pack 412 & Boy Scout Troop raised
over $500 the last two weekends through our sales
at the Christmas Festival and Polar Express
Event. Both were huge success! The money raised
will help our troop buy equipment & accessories
we need as our Pack & Troop grow and will allow
us to host events for our Veterans and other charitable groups. Thank you and Merry Christmas from
all of us!
HOUR CHILDREN UPDATE
Thank you once again to the generosity of
our Parish. Over 500 gifts were delivered
to Hour children for their Christmas Party
yesterday. You made Christmas for many
Mom's and their families much brighter!

WEEKDAY MORNING MASS NOTICE
Please note that on Tuesday, December 26,
2017, there will be NO 8:30 a.m. Mass. If you
wish to attend Mass that morning please visit one
of our neighboring parishes. Our 8:30 a.m. Mass
will resume on Wednesday, December 27, 2017.

Sunday, December 17, Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Julia Rybacki/Coreen Bilello/Joseph &
Ann Flanagan
11:30 a.m. Kevin Holton/Martha & Florence Caruso/
Gino Menchini
5:00 p.m. Daniel Steeley (Birthday Remembrance) /
Shauna Gong
Monday, December 18, Late Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Kevin Konrad
Tuesday, December 19, Late Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Larry Hickey (Living)
Wednesday, December 20, Late Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Maura Lynch

Thursday, December 21, Late Advent
8:30 a.m. Henry O’Meara
Friday, December 22, Late Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Joseph Dougherty
Saturday, December 23, Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Joseph Glass
5:00 p.m. Julia Kelly

Sunday, December 24, Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Thomas Belsito/Edward J. O’Brien
11:30 a.m. The People of the Parish
4:00 p.m.CHRISTMAS MASS REMEMBRANCE
6:00 p.m.CHRISTMAS MASS REMEMBRANCE
12:00 Midnight CHRISTMAS MASS
REMEMBRANCE

