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Confessions First Saturday of the month in the church from
4:00-4:30 PM. By appointment for all other times.

WHO IS WELCOME IN ST. SAVIOUR CHURCH?
Are you a sinner? Have you been away from the church for a long time? Are you divorced or separated? Are you physically or
mentally challenged? Are you from a different culture? Are you not accepted because of your sexual orientation? Are you
elderly, a teen or young adult? Are you discriminated against because of your color? Are you feeling broken? Are you poor or
out of work? Have you been imprisoned? Have you a feeling that you are left out? You are welcome here! This is your home,
and we are your family!

February 12, 2017

A FEW WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
It has often been said that life is all about choices, and our lives are a
reflection of the choices we make. Today’s First Reading from the book of
Sirach (which in my mind is perhaps the most pragmatic and practical book of
the entire Old Testament) brings to our minds the importance of making the
right choice. He begins our reading today by saying, “If you choose you can
keep the commandments: it is loyalty to do God’s will.” Unfortunately, we
sometimes get turned off when we hear language like this. We don’t always
like to be told what we ought to be doing. Sometimes we believe that we know
better than what we are being told is the right thing to do. Sirach wanted his
community to know that if they chose God, then they would have life—but if
they chose someone or something else, then the end results may not be as
promising. What about the choices we make today? Now I’m not talking about
making a decision regarding dinner (pizza or hamburgers), or what movie to see
or what television show to watch. I’m speaking about those decisions that affect
who we are as human beings, individuals created in the image and likeness of
almighty God. This was something Jesus tried to touch upon in today’s Gospel
which is a continuation of the Sermon on the Mount discourse which we have
been listening to for three weeks now. Jesus reminds the people that the
Mosaic Law that has been handed down to them through the centuries and
culture (“I assure you: until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter
of the law, not the smallest part of a letter, shall be done away with until it all
comes true”). HOWEVER, that law can only be fulfilled when accomplished
with love. Jesus reminds the people of some of those commandments, but
reminds them that what is equally important is the ATTITUDE towards those
commandments. We should not become angry and bitter towards others. We
should not use abusive language towards another. We should not treat others as
objects, but rather as people. We should always try to remain faithful to our
promises and commitments. In other words, we should not allow ourselves to
become wishy-washy in terms of our commitment to Christ and to others. I
know this is never easy, especially in a culture and society today where
everything seems to be temporary, but Jesus has always been there for us, so
let’s make more of an effort to be there for Him by choosing a life where we
can continue to grow in our relationship with our God and others.

Have a great week everyone.

Fr. Frank

LENT IS COMING—ARE YOU READY?
While we have just concluded our Christmas
Season, it might be a good time to remind
everyone that the liturgical season of Lent will
be starting in just 2 1/2 weeks. Lent arrives on
March 1st and we want ALL the members of
our parish family to know that we are planning
a number of events, services and activities that
will enrich us spiritually throughout this sacred
season of penitence and prayer. We do hope
you will consider joining us for some (or all) of
the many opportunities we have planned this
Lent—so keep your eyes open for more
information in the next few weeks!

ATTENTION ANYONE WHO SERVES AS A
LECTOR OR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
AT SAINT SAVIOUR CHURCH
Any person who serves as a Lector, usher (or
Minister of Hospitality), or even an Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion—whether on a
regular basis or just as a fill in—MUST complete
the Diocesan Training Course ASAP. If you have
NEVER taken this course, but currently assist as a
Lector, Usher, or Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion, PLEASE speak with either Father
Frank or Father Kevin so that you may be
enrolled in one of these mandatory training
sessions if you continue to desire to serve in any
of these capacities. Thank You!
BRING BACK THAT OLD PALM!
Everyone wonders what to do with that old
palm they received last year on Palm Sunday.
Well, wonder no more! We invite ALL members
of our parish family to bring back their old palm
right here. You may bring back old palm to
create the ashes that will be distributed here in
church on Ash Wednesday—which happens to
fall this year on March 1st.

Our February schedule is as follows:
February 12-Class in session
February 19—No class
February 26—No class

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
INFORMATION
We have recently received word that Bishop
Alphonso Cabezas, CM, will be coming to Saint
Saviour Parish to administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation to our teenagers on Friday afternoon,
April 28th, beginning at 4:00 p.m. in the church.
Bishop Cabezas is a dear friend of Father Kevin and
Father Frank and we are thrilled he has accepted our
invitation to return to Saint Saviour this year. ALL
the members of our parish family are welcome and
encouraged to attend. Sacraments are communal
celebrations of faith and ALL are invited to join us.
We feel it is important that our ENTIRE PARISH
COME OUT AND SUPPORT OUR YOUNG
PEOPLE BOTH IN PRAYER AND BY YOUR
PRESENCE. No tickets are necessary. In preparation for this sacred moment in the lives of our young
people, they will be going with Father Kevin, Father
Frank and Sister Pat on a special confirmation Retreat
at Saint James Cathedral-Basilica in downtown
Brooklyn on Saturday, March 11th. THIS RETREAT
IS MANDATORY if your child intends to receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation this year. In addition,
please make sure that ALL PAPERWORK IS
RETURNED TO SISTER PAT AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE.

“Condemnation without investigation is the highest form of ignorance.”
- Albert Einstein

FEAST OF SAINT VALENTINE
On Tuesday, the world celebrates
Valentine’s Day, that day on which we get to
tell that special someone how important they
are to us and how grateful we are to have them
in our lives. Yet the person known as Saint
Valentine is really shrouded in mystery, as we
don’t know very much about him. We believe
he was a holy priest who was beaten with clubs
and beheaded because he was caught marrying
Christian couples at a time when being
Christian was not tolerated. Other than this,
nothing is known about the man whose name
people honor on February 14th each year.

Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach
Welcome John Olash ,our manager this year of
Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach program.
John can be reached at: johnolash@hotmail.com
Please RSVP now for
Sunday February 26
We meet at 12:30 at the Parish Hall located
under St Savior Church
We prep 100 lunches and distribute them in
Manhattan to people in need
We return to Brooklyn via subway by 3:00 pm
Kids under the age of 18 need to be accompanied
by an adult
Wear comfy shoes and have your metro card charged
We are accepting 25 volunteers for this event. RSVP
to: johnolash@hotmail.com
If you have spoons and butter knifes you
are no longer using, we are collecting them
for our food prep.
Looking ahead to our next event:
Sunday, March 19, 2017
Save the date!

The rectory office will be closed on Monday,
February 20th for Presidents Day. We will re-open
at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 21st.

UPDATE ON THE FRONT STAIRS OF
CHURCH
We have met now with both representatives from
the Diocese of Brooklyn and the architect working on
the plans for the complete refurbishment of the front
stairs to the church. It is our fervent hope and desire
that this work will begin a week after Easter when the
weather gets a little warmer. The necessary repairs
are going to be extensive, but by the time the work is
complete, our stairs should last another 100 years.
The estimated time frame for the completion of the
work will be approximately four (4) months. We are
hoping that the job will be complete by September.
The diocese will now send the job out to bid, and
hopefully in a few weeks we will be good to go come
late April. Toward the conclusion of the work on the
stairs, we will make necessary repairs to the wooden
floors in church—including having them stripped,
sanded, re-stained, and shellacked. This work on the
floor will take about two weeks, at which time we will
move our weekday and weekend celebrations of
Eucharist to the Parish Hall. We will continue to
keep you up-to-date on these projects as we move
forward. However, please bear in mind that these
projects will be paid for from our share of the
GENERATIONS OF FAITH DIOCESAN CAMPAIGN, so please continue to make payments on
those pledges. We are excited about having our front
steps restored to their former glory, and we ask that
you bear with us as we continue to work with the
diocese in getting this necessary work done. Please
also keep in mind that any and all renovations to our
Parish Hall will not take place until the front stairs are
complete, as this is the pressing task in need of
completion in the coming months. We thank you in
advance for your cooperation and support in this
massive undertaking.

NEWS FROM OUR PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL
Contrary to the rumors that our Parish Pastoral
Council (PPC) has become stagnant and inactive, we
are happy to report that that assumption is far from
true. Our Council had a lively and quite productive
meeting last week in the Rectory. Our members now
include Father Kevin, Father Frank, Deacon Bill
Cullen, Sister Pat, Jamie Gallagher, Frank SanPietro,
Drew Hauser, Richard & Corretta Whitehall, David
and Jennifer Beaudry, and Audrey Belsito. A great
number of topics and issues were raised which we
will briefly summarize here in this paragraph:


A Lenten Soup Luncheon, accompanied with an
afternoon of prayer and reflection with Sister Ave
Clark, OP, will be held on Sunday, March 12th,
immediately following our 11:30 a.m. celebration
of Eucharist. The soup will be prepared by
Marianne Mangual (our chef in the Rectory) and
served to us by the students in our Confirmation
program. We will conclude our afternoon with a
brief reflection by Sister Ave Clark.



A Communal Penance Service will be held on
Monday evening, March 27th, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Church.



The Glenn Mohr Chorale will be returning to
Saint Saviour Church to perform their Lenten
Drama “It is Finished” on Sunday, April 2nd at
2:00 p.m. in the church.



We are doing very well in the diocesan
GENERATIONS OF FAITH CAMPAIGN. 169
families have pledged a total of $801,610.00 as
of today.



Our new “Martha’s Ministry” is a big success
with volunteers ranging from students in Saint
Saviour Catholic Academy straight through
adulthood.



There is presently a focus group underway that
has been meeting and surfacing ideas on how we
can best serve the teenage population of our
parish. This endeavor will not just include sports
and recreation, but also a catechetical component
where our young people will continue to learn
and be strengthened in their faith.



It was agreed that summaries of these meetings
among members of the PPC will be highlighted
in the parish bulletin so that everyone will be
aware of what is being discussed and proposed.



It was highlighted at this meeting that it is
imperative that EVERY PARISIONER make
an effort to take home a copy of each week’s
parish bulletin (especially if they are not
reading it on line). The parish is losing money
ordering bulletins that are only being thrown
out at the end of the week.



Work is underway to have a follow-up to the
“Young Families Ministry” that already exists
here at Saint Saviour Parish. This group will
be geared toward those parents whose children
are presently attending our Faith Formation
Programs.



Questions of air conditioning the church were
surfaced once again. This option will be
revisited when the work to the parish steps has
been completed. The excessive heat is turning
parishioners to other churches that have air
conditioning, and we are losing weddings to
churches with air conditioning as well. Even
Bishop DiMarzio, when meeting with both the
Parish Pastoral Council and the Finance
Council last spring commented that we need to
air condition our church.

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
ASH WEDNESDAY
Our celebration of the season of Lent will
begin on Wednesday, March 1st (just 2 ½ weeks
away!) We have quite a number of activities and
spiritual programs planned for YOU – the faithful
people of Saint Saviour Parish Family – which
will be inserted into next weekend’s parish
bulletin. For now though, we want you to know
the schedule for the distribution of ashes on
Wednesday, March 1st. Please note that ashes
will ONLY be distributed within the context of
our celebration of Eucharist!
Ashes will be distributed
during the following Masses
here at Saint Savior on Wednesday, March 1st:
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 12, The Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
9:30 a.m. People of the Par ish
11:30 a.m. J oseph Giamboi, III
5:00 p.m. Milagr os River a/Nancy Danaher
Monday, February 13,Weekday
8:30 a.m. Valentino Nicola Mar inelli
Tuesday, February 14, Saints Cyril, Monk, and
Methodius, Bishop
8:30 a.m. Valentino Nicola Mar inelli

Wednesday, February 15, Weekday
8:30 a.m. Valentino Nicola Mar inelli
NEWS FROM SAINT SAVIOUR
CATHOLIC ACADEMY
Last Thursday afternoon, Bishop Witold
Mroziewski (one of the Auxiliary Bishops here in
the Diocese of Brooklyn) made a pastoral visit to
our very own Saint Saviour Catholic Academy.
He had the opportunity to meet with our principal,
Mrs. Susan Walsh, a few members of our board,
our faculty and our students. This visit coincided
with our celebration of Catholic Schools Week.
We are most fortunate and blessed to have Saint
Saviour Catholic Academy here in our parish and
Bishop Mroziewski was quite pleased with his
visit to our academy. Following his tour of the
school, he joined us in the Rectory for brunch to
continue the conversation of all the wonderful
things happening here at Saint Saviour. We are
grateful to Bishop Mroziewski for choosing to
visit Saint Saviour Catholic Academy this year.
We are also grateful to the phenomenal leadership
of Mrs. Susan Walsh and all our faculty who
tirelessly give of their time and talent to educate
our young children and pass on our Catholic Faith
to them as well.

Thursday, February 16, Weekday
8:30 a.m. Valentino Nicola Mar inelli
Friday, February 17, Weekday
8:30 a.m. Bozena Szczotka
Saturday, February 18, Weekday
8:30 a.m. Valentino Nicola Mar inelli
5:00 p.m. J ohn Char les Rowland/Paddy Sheehan

Sunday, February 19, The Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time
9:30 a.m. Thomas Belsito/Valentino Nicola
Marinelli
11:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m. People of the Parish
HOSPITALITY SUNDAY
Join us on February 19th after all morning
Masses and after the Sunday, 5 p.m Mass for
Hospitality down in the Parish Hall.

